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the Conduft of © the STA GE. 
Gr conf der . 


5 ing, Tredtiſe e Fr. 0 eee for 

19 Or Prögteſs, Conduct, 1 Treat 
ment of the Stage n the ſeveral" ane of the 
& World, bur 10 e A ow, that 
as ir is now uſual ly wh, it ought not to 
be pern finon Chriſtians ; being 1 gon onerally 3 
for the Meridian of Vice, and to give a Relfſh to the 
Pleaſures of the vain part of Mankind, as Mr! Colier has a- 
bundantly prov'd. To give the greater Force to this Charge 
of [mpiety againſt the 80 I ſhall, in the moft conelſe and 
conſpicuoys manner; ſhew, "That, | 
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|S Tax Stage, with all its us Train.” 5 of 2 P 

Original, 9 . for the 75 7 Worſhi of x of « Tug 
EVEN Pagans, and among them ſome had not the 
greateſt regard to Virtue, abominated e us. 1s; a7 15 
ny Semiugries of Vice. _ 
III. Taz Primitive Church fook'd ypon the ks 4e Fe FF 

Scene not only of Folly, but Impiety; eren e Ohr- j 

tians, inthoſe days, durſt not 1 06k the publick She 9 9 
ntertainment of the People. 1 8 13 


dat were $xhibied for the | 
ö IV. Tax” 1 „ of the Stage have book diſeeunte- 
ö C by the wiſeſt States ud Kingdoms, and ene 
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a Ca» {pd "OT 
V. STAGz-PLAys are no where authorized or allowed by 
the Church of Exgland as ſuch 3 but every where condemn'd 
2 AWRY of her Doctrine, and by ſome of her moſt emi- 
( - 1912 Rs ol 
VI. Among rhe Papiſts, who have almoſt converted all 
1 into Plays, are found Enemies to the Stage. 
VII. Con cr up the whole, with proper Reflections“ 
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Wnuoxkvzx will be at the pains of examining the ſeveral 
Diſcoveries made under theſe Heads, will ſcon ſee how the 
Corruption of the Stage has been a public k Nuſance in all 
Ages, both among Pagans and Chriſtians, Antient and Mo- 
„ Po 

The Stage, with all its pompous Train, is of a Pagan Original, 
invented for the Honour and Worſhip of Demons. 

Au the Romans there were ſeveral kinds of Games 
and Plays ſacred to their Idols, | 3 

Taz firſt I ſhall mention were thoſe they called the (ir- 
cenſian, Floral, Cereal, Apollinar, and Capitoline, Theſe Plays 
were a part of their Devotion: An Actor was 4 kind of a 
Prieſt, the Theatre a Temple, and to frequent the Stage was 
a ſort of Worſhip paid to the Devil in their Demons, accord- 
ing to the Fathers, who look d upon the Play-houſe as the 
Temple of Satan, Eccleſia Diaboli. Tertul. de Speftris, eb. 1c. 
VATERIUSs Maximus tells us of one Pals a rich Ro- 
man, being ill of the Plague, was, by the Direction - of an 
evil Spirit, cured of it, by waſhing in hot Water taken from 
the Altar of Proſerpina; in recompence for which, the Spi- 
rit order'd his Patients to inſtitute certain Plays to him. Val. 
Max. lib. 2. cap. 4. 3 1 
Dionys1uvs HALIcARNASSE us tells us, how in a time of 

great Mortality the Devil appear'd to one T. Latinus, in the 
ſha pe of Jupiter Capitolinus, commanding him to tell the Ci- 
tizens, That their Neglect of che Plays was the reaſon of 
that Judgment; upon which they renew'd the Plays with 
greater Pomp, and the Plague ceaſed. Latine, Dic Croibus 
mibi ludis Preſultatorem diſplicuiſſe, qui niſi magni fice inſtaurentur 
Periculum Urbi fore. Antig. Rom. lib, vii. p.557. Lugd. 156 1. 


$ Tax Stage indeed may {till 8 for a Temple, ſince tis 
often more crowded than the 
to often entertain'd with greater Guſt than thoſe of the Pul- 


hurch, and its Performances 


"oo If a timely Check be not given to the wild Excurſions 
it, it will, I am afraid, in time reduce us to a 2 of 
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r. thoſe ſacred n S ty _ 
Tax next Reman Diyerfions that 1 ſhall take notice of, z:; 
that which took in the common Stage-Players, . by way 7 
Comedy and Tragedy: Theſe Scenick Diverſions were Stran- 
gers at Rome, while the Roman Virtue retain'd; its priſtine Vi- 
gour, and were not ſeen there till three hundred eighty nine 
years after its Building, when appear'd certain Morris-Dan- - 
cers, or Buffoons, who, by their trighrful Figures, Geſticu- 
lations, and other Anticks, pretended to divert the People, 
that is, make them ſtare and laugh. I will beginn, 
1. WIr R Tragedy (a Dramatick Performance upon the The- 
atre, wherein the Actions of Heroes are repreſented) which, 
in the beginning, was only a devotional Hymn ſung by the 
Pagans in Honour of Bacchus, the God of Wine, who was. a; 
dor d by moſt Nations (except the Scythians, who thought 
it ridiculous to worſhip for a God one that made People Fools 
or mad.) The firſt Occaſion was thuůun2??s . 
Ic Ax ius, who reign'd in Attica, about 4. M. 2700. hav- 
ing taken a He-Goat, that had ravag'd his Vineyard, ſacri- 
fic'd it to Bacchus ; during that Ceremęny, the People any 
about the Altar, ſinging the Praiſes of that God; whic 
Practice was annually obſerv'd, and call'd Trigody, a, Vins 
tage-Song, and afterwards Tragody, which we pronounce Tra- 
gedy, from Texy@, a Goat, and "Jy, a Song; ſo that Tra- 
gedy is as much as to ſay a Goat-Song. | r 


r 

* + SE" * 
Mr 

3 5 
47 
*. 1 * N 
* = 
n 
„ 


4 


err { 


Tux Play-houſe ſtill ſmells rank of that wanton Animal, 
according to Salvian's Doctrine, who ſays, In the Repreſen- 
tations of Fornication, all the whole Body of the People are 
mental Fornicators; and they who, it may be, came clean 
to the Play, return Adulterers from the Theatres : Ommnis,on- 
nino Plebs fornicatur —adulteri revertuntur. De Gubern. Dei, 
Oxon. 1635. pag. 191. 1 FT Rn ys * 

Ar pompous Diverſions are dangerous to a Chriſtian Life 
but none more ſo than theſe Plays; for 7 give ſo nice anll 
natural a Repreſentation of the Paſſions, that they ſoon 
fect the Heart, eſpecially with that of diſhonourable Love, 
when repreſented as chaſte and innocent; for the more i; 
nocent it appears, the more eaſily it inſinuates itſelf. Hense? 
it is, too many go from a Play, ſo charm'd with the Pie. 
ſures of Love, that they are prepar'd to put in practise as 
what Immodeſties they ſaw repreſented there. For d My © 
nutius Felix expreſſes it, Sometimes a luſcious Actor 

* whine you into Love, and give the Nisca hanna 5 
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| "© '6 Y 
u eanet Arber the” Invention of Trag edy 
who brought forth his Satyrs in an open 


we. 29 


with Pregs of Wine; of, according to Suidas, painted with 


ſe and Vermilion, in imitation of the Satyrs, who are 
. e with a ruddy Viſage. © 
nt Tonotum Tra agicæ Genus i inveni ſſe e G g 4 

. 0 a N & Plauſtris ve xiſſe Foemata Theſpis. Hor. 5 
#IL the Refiidintrk of the Stage is attributed to fcb 
las, who introduc'd Vizards, ſettled two Actors for the Epi- 
ſodes, invented Habits ſuiting the Perſons they repreſented, 


as alſo the cotbƷani; Buskins to heighten their Stature, that 


they might appear like Heroes. 

SornocLts, a Greek Tragedian, added much towards the 
Ferfection of Tragedy; painted the Scene with Decorations; 
r to the nature of the Subjects that were to be re- 


2.1 proceed t to Comedy, which is a Play-houſe Parfortinhs, 
wherein the common Accidents of human Life are repreſented. 

* Taxzsx Comick Plays alſo at firſt; were nothing but a 
kind of Hymn the Pa 4 ſung to Bacchins; dancing about the 
Altar, on which they facrific'd a He- Goat to him. Arhemens. 

Ir receiv'd the name of Comedy; when the Arbenians 

ade uſe of this Ceremony in their City ; and added the 
Chorus of Muſick, with Set and Figure- ances: Then this 
was called Tragedy, and the Cetemony; as practiſed in the 
Country, retain d the name of Come . or W nd z 
from the Greet word Kahn, a Village, and *0Jy; a Song or 


1 mn, of which the Popiſh Wake. Songs are Imitations: 
| Aro tells us, That the Commemoration of their De: ; 


mons was celebrated with Hymns. Thus the Greehs, who 
arc e ron to be the firſt Inventors of them, had their ſo- 


lemn Hymns, called hure Gr, Which they ſung to their 
itious Demons. 


E Romans alſo had their Aſſamenta, or peculiar Hymns, 
fung to the ſame particular Deity 3 as their Janualia, Juno- 
ma, Minervalia: Ne e Songs, which the Papiſts ſing to their 

canonized Saints'on their Holy-Days, are Copies of theſe Pa- 
| Hymns, that were only rude Effays towards Dramatick 
betty. 


Tur the Pagan Plays were part of thoſe Solemnities 
3 they perform'd —— which indeed were Devils, 


—— — 


e Actors rehears'd their Poems, theis 1 Tale, being daub'd 


* . 
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123 Sand St. Auſtin, Who ſhews ou 
Plays were not wont to be celebrated to, 
De Civir. Dei, lib. viii. ca 


ſions of the Stage are © ahnen and eee 
of the Pagan Devotions. 
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CRISTIAN Virtue muſt needs run very low, when. fuck 4 


Diverſions are ated in contempt af the true God, and to ri- 
dicule ſacred things, as were inſtituted by Heachens in Ho- 
nour of their addict Deities. Here I muſt alſo obſerve; that 


the Bible forbids us to imitate the Cuſtoms and Uſages of the 


Heathens: Jer. 10. 3. Thus ſaith the Lord, learn not the way of 


the Hearben, for the Caſtoms of the People are vain. - N more; 

the very _ oning of Heathen Gods (unleſs it be by way 

of N bidden: Exod. 23. 13. Maſe no mention 

of the Names of her God, neither Jet it webs beard Boat Ss 
Mouth. 


Now therefore by go going to the Pl ob W 
with Approbation, hearing e Names other Gods echoing 
round de Tb Theatre, Thou deſieſt the 


Precepts and Prohibi- 


tions of thy God 3 thou art an Enemy to Chriſtianity, in 


that thou dareſt to encourage thoſe Plays, that are not only 
© ſome of the vain Cuſtoms of the Heathens, but Monu- 
ments of their Idolatry, as they were Sacrifioes to the De- 
„vil.“ 
Tux Obſervation of Pagan Cuſtoms is not only condemn'd 
by Scripture, but by the Primitive Church. 


Tux Synod of Tall, held at Conftantineple, A. D. 683. 
orders all thoſe to be excommunicated, who ig not re- 


nounce Heathen Cuſtoms and Practices. Etbnica Infling. On : 


rang, Can. 51. 


Br Canon 51. thoſe who ſtudy-d the Civil 110 were not 


to uſe Heatheniſh Cuſtoms, nor go to the Theatre, nor wear 


the Scenical Habit of the Stage. Grecis moribus uti. von por 
tere. Caranga. 


TEATULLIAN condeman'd the wearing al. aurel-Crown by T5 


4 Chriſtian Soldier in his — becauſe it was of ay 
, idolatrous (and infernal) Origi 
of Hell. De'Gron, Mil Can. vii. 


TAE Council of Africa forbids Chriſtians to make Fealk 2 | A 1 
and Sports upon Birth. Days, becauſe they had their To 2 2 | | 


from the Gentiles, Can. 6 3. in theGr. 

Taz Fathers thought it finful to obſerve any Relicks K 
Paganiſm, and accordingly renounced them; as their ;, 
Nee, een e b — 
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— 2 the Gods; 
26. Thus we fee that the Diver» 


and worn by the Vaſſale = 
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"  _  Sifos, Dancings, | Feſtivals, &c. Theſe, they ſaid, wers in- 


vented by the Devil, it bei of the Worſhip: he requir'd 
of —— they were cookies to his a — ahy 
. to his Service by his ſpecial Direction: and there: 
e one of the Biſhops of the Church calls the Playhouſe the 
Devil's Church, and Plays his Pomps, Tertul. de Spettac. 
Tuzsx Plays, in their firſt Detign, were to pacify the An: 
ger of the Gods; as Jupiter, Bacchus, Neptune, Flora, Muyfes, 
Apollo, Diana, Venus, or ſome other Dunghil-Idol which the. 
Pagans ador'd ; to whoſe Honour, Names, and Memories 
they were celebrated, as appears from Plutarch, Dion. Hali- 
garn. Val. Maximus, Livy, as well as from the concurrent 
Teſtimonies of the Fathers, . w : 


How ſad is it to ſee the Chriſtian Stage crowded wich 185 


gan Gods (whoſe Names ſhould not be ſa much as men- 
tion d without juſt Indignation) and the Supreme Being of- 
ten reviFd, through the ill Language that is ſometimes gi- 


ven to theſe Heathen Numens. , 


- 


HEN ck that warm Exclamation of Clemens Alexandrinus 


againſt the Gentiles : Ob Impiety | you bave made the Theatre 


Heaven, you have made God bimſelf an Act; that which is holy, 


you. bare derided in ibe Perſons of Devils, "Oper The a$10)nIGt '! 


Opera Colon. 1688. adm. ad Gentes, pag. 30. 
Tax Third Council of Carthage forbids Chriſtians to at- 
tend the Stage, becauſe the Actors àre Blaſphemers. Cap. 

| 8+ ſecund. Caramg. See Salv. & Chryſoſtom. 73 226 
Ino God forbids us to invoke Idols, or ſwear by them, 
yet what more common in Plays than, in | contempt of the 
| ſacred Oracles, to implore the Aid of Jove, Juno, Apollo, 

Bacchus, Minerva——than to ſwear by Jove! by Mars! by Ver 
nus and to exclaim, Oh Joze Ob Muſes! Ob Cupid! 0 

Venus | Ob ye Powers) Oh ye Gods! Now all theſe are in- 
fernal Dcities, and the Practice of our Actors herein is a di- 

rect Imitation of the Heathens, who ſupplicated their de- 

parted Heroes as Gods, in a fabulous ſporting manuer, eſ- 
pecially in their Poems and Interludes. Athanaf. contr. Gent. 

Lued. 1532 = 7 #1 

TRE Sth Council of Conſtantinople inflicts the Penalty of 

Excommwhunication upon thoſe who ſwear, by the Heathen 

Gods. Jurantes Juramenta Ethnica———Caranz. Can. 94. 81 

| of St. Baſil. 7 9 : | ' e519 

Eu any thing be more unbecoming the Character of 4, 

Chriſſ ian, than to act and applaud: theſe idolatrous Impreca- 

tions, and make a Jeſt of that, which, in reality, is a Profa- 
vation of the Eternal Name? 8 II. 
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Evsn Pagans, and among them ſome who bad not the greateſt 
Regard to Virtue, abomimated Play-Houſes as ſo many Semittayies 
of Vice. | v3 rs rg 
Nan Shews were invented, *tis true, by ſome of 'them- 
ſelves, receiv'd and entertain'd with Applauſe, but could 
not obtain the univerſal Vogue; the groſs Obſcenities with 
which their Devotional Games and Plays were generally in- 
termix'd, render'd them odious to the thinking part of Man- 
kind, even in” thoſe dark Ages. Fx: ere” 

Tavs their Horalia were made with all diſſolute Sports, 
their Women dancing naked; yet the abandon'd Heathens 
were not ſo immers d in Luxury and Darkneſs, but among 
them were found thoſe who ablorr d theſe Repreſentations 
of the Stage, becauſe injurious to Good-Manners, and the 
common Rights of Virtue. I'll begin, PIE 

i. Wira Plato, chief of the Academicks, about the 
325th Year of Rome, who would ſuffer no Stage-Plays in his 
Commonwealth, becauſe thoſe Diverſions were dangerous to 
Morality, and conſequently to Government. De Rep. Dial. 

2. ARIS TO TL E, chief of the Peripateticks, born about 
384 years before Chriſt, forbids the ſeeing of Comedies to 
young People, becauſe it would poiſon their Minds; and 
adviſes all Princes to baniſh Smut out of their Kingdoms. 

3. XENoPHON, who dy'd in the CVth Olympiad, com- 
mends the Perſians for not ſuffering their Youth to 
medies. Sir John Chardin, in his Travels into Perſia, tells 
us, they ſtill take 22 yu care in educating rheir Youth, 
and don't generally ſuffer them to mix with the Crowd tilt 
they are of Age; ſo that when they come abroad, they ap- 
pear with an Air of Modeſty and Gravity. 2d and zd Vol. 

4. TvLLY, born the 648th of Rome, declaims againſt 
Plays and licentious Poems as the Plague of Society 5 and, 
in particular againſt Comedies, that ſubſifted only by Lewdneſs : 
Manners muſt be mightily reform'd by theſe Actors, who 
make Love and Lewdneſs a Deity ; therefore adviſes the Ro- 
mans to abandon them, leſt they ſhould be corrupted by 


them, as the Grecians were, to their Ruin. Tuſcul. Creſt, Liv. 


Hz blames Trabea and Czcilins, two Comick Poets, for 


4 


7 


/ 


magnifying Love-Adventures, making Cupid a God, and 


flouriſhing too much upon the SatisfaQions of Senfe; "he 


the Force of Virtue. 


4 


. 
ay 


complains alſo of Tragedy, how, in many Inſtances it baffled 
0 ee 
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5. Livy, the Hiſtorian, who dy'd in the 4th Year of T. 


berius, ſays, That Plays were brought in upon the ſcore of 


Religion, to-appeaſe the Gods in time of a Plague 3 but the 
Remedy prov'd worſe than the Diſeaſe, and the Atonement 
more infectious than the Plague ; for the Plays did more 


hurt to the Mind, than the Peſtilence to the Body. Hiſt, 


Tom. 1. Iib. vi, vii. Cantabrigiæ 169. ; 
6. VALERIUS Maximus, who liv'd in the days of Tibe- 
rius, having deſcrib'd the Theatre in its Riſe, Progreſs, and 
Decorations, tells us how fatal the Performances of it were 
to Religion, and how the Romans, as they grew rich, added 
Pomp and Magnificence to the Plays, the Toleration of which 
he look d upon as a Blemiſh to the Roman State. | 
7. SENECA, whody'd in the 12th of Nero's Reign, com- 


Plains how the Roman Youth were generally corrupted by 


the Countenance which Nero re to the Stage, and to all 
thoſe Acts that indulg'd the ſenſitive Part. In Stage-Plays, 
adds he, Vice gets an eaſy Paſſage into the Heart, the Play- 
houſe is the high Road to the Brothel-houſe; therefore ad- 
viſes Lucilius to avoid all Plays, and laments the frequent 
Concourſe of the Roman Youth to them. Seneca, Ep. 7. nil 
tam damnoſun,—— 

8. SocRATEs, pronounc'd by the Oracle the wiſeſt of 
Men, look'd 15 Plays not only as lying unprofitable Diver- 


ſions, but unbecoming, and pernicious Paſtimes; which 


caus d Ariſtapbanes, a Greck Comedian, to traduce him upon 


the Stage. His Invectives againſt him appear in his Comedy 
of the Clouds. Vid. Vitam. | "Mo 3 
9. Tacirvs tells us how the Greeks and Latins exercis'd 
the Art of a Stage-Player after a very immodeſt manner 
that C. Pompeius was blam'd by the anti-nt Men for buildin 
a permanent Theater; for in times paſt Plays were ſet fort 
upon moveable Scaffolds, and the People beheld them ſtand- 
ing, and were not allow'd Seats, leſt they ſhould ſpend too 
much time at thoſe idle Diverſions. Ovid ſays, that in his 
time they ſat upon Seats made of Turf: 


In gradibus ſedit Populus de ceſpite faftis. 


Tux Hiſtorian complains how the Roman Virtue and Dil- 
Cipline had been corrupted by the Stage; and how whole 
Days and Nights were taken up by thoſe Plays, and no time 
left to be honeſt. Annal. Amſierod. 1678. Iib. 14. cap. 20. J. 13. 
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+ In his 4th Book he informs us how the Oſcian Play, that 
was ſo pleaſing to the People, grew to ſuch Inſolence, that 
it twas ſuppreſs'd by the Senate, and the Actors baniſh'd. 
e Lib. 4. cap. 14- | i 1 
N Hz inveighs much againſt Nero, for introducing all kinds 
of Vice by Stage-Plays., _ 5 | | 
10. PLvTARCH,m his Morals,does not only condemn Plays 
d as laſcivious Vanities, and contagious Evils 3 but Poetry it- 
© ſelf as full of Lyes, and quotes Socrates as a Voucher. * 
4 Amone all holy and conſecrated things, ſays Cowley, 
h which the Devil has alienated from the Service of the Deity, 
as Altars, Temples——there is none he ſo univerſally and 
ſo long uſurp'd as Poetry. His Preface, towards the end C4 it, 
11. Ov1D, that wanton Poet, informs Auguſtus, that Play- 


7 houſes are the Nurſeries of all Wickedneſs, the Congreſs of 
Adulteries, and therefore adviſes him to demoliſh them. 


8. | 

1. Ut tamen hoc fateor, Iudi quoque ſemina prebent 

5 Nequitiæ: toll; tota Theatra jube. | 

F Peccandi Cauſam quam multis i pe dederunt | 

—Tollatur Circus, De Triſtib. I. 2. 

$ In his Poem, de Arte Amandi, he tells his leacherous Aſſo- 

h ciates, That the Play-houſes were the beſt Fairs for unchaſte 

5 Bargains, the moſt commodious Haunts for amorous Fellows, 

5 aud only Places for Panders and Whores. | | 

4 Sed tu precipue curvis venare Theatris 

A Hec loca ſunt votis fertiliora tuis, 

| Tilic invenies quid ames—— I 

5 Notat ſibi quiſquam Puellam. | ID 1. 

. Then adds, Twas impoſſible for Parents, or Husbands, to 

5 keep their Children and Wives chaſte, while ſo many Play- | 

houſes were ſuffer'd in the City. De Art. Amand. I. 3. 

Quid faciet cuſtos cum ſint tot in Urbe Theatra ? 

. Ix another Place adviſes all thoſe who would live chaſtely, 

to withdraw from the Play-houſe, and to throw away all 


Play-Books, amorous Poems, eſpecially Tibullus and Callima- 
cbus, yea and his own wanton Verſes: WIG, 
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At tanti tibi fit non indulgere Theatris 5 E 
| | | =——Teneros ne tangas Poetas——Callimachum fugito . 
1 — Carmina quis potuit tuto legifſe Tibulli. | 
} I De Remed. Am. lib. 2. F 
} | | 12. PRoPERTIVS, anobſcene Poet, cries out againſt the 0 
. Theatres as the Inſtruments of his Ruin. Oh nimis Exitio na- F 


ta Theatrameo ! Eleg. Amſt. ad Demiph. xviii. p. 158. 

13. IsocRATESs, a Greek Orator, exclaims againſt all Ac- 
tors and Players, as ſcurrilous, and miſchievous, and intole- 
| | rable Plagues to a City. Orat. ad Nic. & Orat. de Pace. 

1 14. C. PIN Ius Sxc ux pus, in his Panegyrick to the Em. 
| 1 peror Tra jan, ſtiles Stage-Plays effeminate Arts, altogether 
| ; i8 unbecoming Men, and applauds the Emperor for baniſhing 

i them out ot the Roman Empire, whoſe Honour they had ſul- 
| ly'd, and whoſe Virtue they had corrupted ; therefore calls 
| them — Miſchiefs. Paneg. Tra jan. Di. Coloniæ Allob, 
Flt ag. 38. n "OY 
| | K * SOLON, one of the wiſe Men of Greece, condemn'd 
1 Plays as Evils not to be ſuffer'd in a City. Plutarc. in vit, 

Theſpim Trag ædias agere & docere probibui.———Diogen.in vit. p. 

45. Lugd. 1592. | Rs 0 

16. Ammianus MARCELLLINUS, the Hiſtorian, ſpeaks 

againſt Stage-Plays as the great Corruptions of the Roman 
\ 1. State. Hiſt. J. 28. c. 10. 

17. I am, ſays M. Antoninus, to thank my Great Grand- 
father for not running the risk of a publick Fram ie and 
for providing me Matters at home, from whom J have learnt 
not to overvalue the Diverſions of the Theatre. £78] 

Maxx more Heathens might be produc'd, as Quintilian, 
Macrobius, Juvenal, Horace, V. Paterculus, Diod. Siculus, &c. 
but theſe are ſufficient to ſhew in what repute Virtue was 
among ſome of them, and how they abhorr'd the Stage as 
an Enemy to all Good. And ſhall the Followers of the mor- 
tify'd Jeſus countenance theſo Theatrical Entertainments 
which Heathens cenſur'd as the Plague of Societies, and 

Ruin of common Morality ? ' 

Taz Compoſitions of ſeveral of the old Dramatiſts, tis 
true, werefull of amorous and wanton Intrigues, and the 
Froth of an exuberant Wit; and ſubſtract theſe out of moſt 
of the Engliſb Plays, and there will remain nothing but an 

empty Theatre, and a forſaken Hive. Kick off Vice from 
©. - the Stage, and let nothing be repreſented there but Virtug 
_ | in 
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III. F 
Taz Primitive Church look'd upon the Stage as the Scene not on- 
ly of Folly, but Impiety; therefore the Chriſtians in thoſe days =! | 
e lurjt not frequent the publick Shews that were exhibited for the | 
a- Entertainment of the People. Wks 
Tuis is ſo notorious, that the Heathens objected it as a 


6: Crime againſt the Chriſtians to be abſent from them; as 
3 appears from Minutius Felix, a famous Roman Lawyer, who 


flouriſh'd about the Year of Chriſt 220. with whoſe Opinion 


n- begin. 


er 1. THE Romans, ſays Cecilius the Heathen in Minutius, go- 
8 vern and enjoy the World, while you Chriſtians are careful 
| and mopiſh; abRaining even from lawful Pleaſures ; you vi- 
ls fit not Shews, nor are preſent at the Pomps: you abhor the 


b, holy Games a melancholy ghaſtly People ye are 

Tux, ſays Octavius, we Chriſtians refrain from the Play- . 
houſe, becauſe of its intolerable Corruption We can't 
be preſent at the Plays without great Sin and Shame. Merits 
malis Voluptatibus=—&9 Spefaculis abſtinemus—— Min, Felix, 
Oxon. 1662. pag. 41. | a 

2, LAcrAxTIus, who liv'd 4. D. 303. ſpeaking of Tra- 
gedies and Comedies, ſays, They only ſerve to excite Luſt, 
and the more artful the Actors are in their Repreſentations, 
d- the more Miſchief they do Et Comicæ Fabulæ de ſtupris 
d Virginum loquuntur aut Amoribus Meretricum 3 & quo magis ſunt 
it eloquentes Item Tragica Hiſt.———vitanda ergo ſpefiacula om- 

nia. Lib. vi. c. 20. Baſil. Ed. 1563. p. 371- 


n, 3. TERTULLIAN, who liv'd A. C. 192. having ſpent fix 
c. or ſeven Chapters in proving Plays to be unlawful, and in 
as diſſuading the Chriſtians from them, ſays, The Devil belp'd 
18 them with Stilts 3 i. e. to make them look like Heroes of the | 


r- firſt Figure; calls the Play-houſe the Sink of Debauchery, 
$ the Chappel of Venus, or a Bawdy-houſe : Conſiſtorium Impu- 
d iin Cotbur nis extulit Sacrarium Veneris, cap. 
10. G17. | | 
So many Perſons as fit in the Play-houſe, ſo many unclean 
Spirits are preſent 5 tot illic. ibid. 
Tas Father gives an Account of a Chriſtian Woman, 
who, going to the Play-houſe, Was there eſs'd by the "28 7 | 
Devil; and when, at his cating out, was ask'd by the Ex- ? ? mQ” 
orciits, How he durſt enter into a Chriſtian ? he anſwer'd, 1 2 l 


— : FR 
A * * . N 
J «tt LT IONS 
# 4 » £5 i 1 1 — 

4 9) o 


"Da 
4 


Is 
* 
ſt 
in 
n 
9 
in 


— IA 2 ——— — 


n 
_ 


8 


4E eG ergo WRT 


ft CO Ry >> — —— — — —t— hos — — 2 
* * —— Bs 4 k 
n +. * = 


r 


* _ — — - — — * „ P — — 4 
4 - 
F122 fr „„ „„ — 4 ñ 2 — . — > 


„ 


wi 
* 
Ae 
/ + SEE 


o 
** — 


1 —— 
ow” 
Er fe TT RCTS LG 
4 "ow 


LEA found her upon my round: In meo eum inden D De Spent: | 
C. 26. Franak. 1597. | | as 
Hx tells us of Danger in the beſt-complexion'd Entertain- 
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dclares againſt Stage-Plays as Schools of Impiety, peſtilent 


uVvould never ceaſe Preaching till he had diſſipated that Devi- 


not thou? He is wounded, and can I truſt to thy Strength ? 


= ++ Ccanſt thou land ? Yet he beheld not an Harlot, but an ho- 
vet Woman, and that not in the Theatre, but at home; but 
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ments of the Stage; Iook therefore, adds he, upon all the 
engaging and pleaſing Sentences, as Honey dropping from 
the Bowels of a Toad, or the Bag of a Spider. Ib. 
4. Tazornirvs of Antioch, who flouriſh'd about the Year 
168. looks upon Plays as dangerous Sports, therefore for- 
bids Men to frequent them, that their Eyes and Ears be not | 
polluted : Ax sd ms Acrmes Srweins ofa Yen ive wil wAvpdy- 
ar. Ad Autol, Iib. 3. pag. 233. Oxon. 16 94 | | 
F. CyrRIAN, who dy'd 258. proves it to be altogerher 
unlawful for Chriſtians to attend the Diverfions of the 9 0 

Y 
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houſe, which he calls the Devils Scaffold, where the Ho 


Scripture was blended with Theatrical Vanities, and pro- 
fan'd. He adds, That thoſe Chriſtians, who attended the 
Stage, did not only approve the Folly and Madneſs of the 
Heathens, but renounc'd their Baptiſm That many 
Virgins, who frequented the Play-houſe, made ſhipwreck of 
their Chaſtity. Diabo li Speftaculum. de Spec. P. 460, 461. Ex- 
cudeb. Job. Ie Preux, M. D. XC. III. | 
6. Cr. EK MENS ALEXANPDRIN us, who liv'd A. D. 192. de- 


Sports, and Introductions to all kinds of Immorality; he 


calls the Theatre the Chair of Peſtilence 3 dd, A ννẽðo. 


Ta Sidleg raSidezy aoiuor. Lib. iii. p. 254. Colon. 1688. 
7. CHRYSOS TOM, who was born 354. with great Warmth | 
reproves the People of Antioch for their reſorting to Play-hou® 
ſes, which he ftiles the Devil's Conventicles ; and ſays, He 


liſh Theatre. Stage-Plays he calls the Dezrl's Pomps, Fables 4 
Satan, Demonical Myſteries, impure Food of the Devil; nec nj- 
quam prorsus quieſcam, quoad uſque Diabolicum illud diſpergam 
Theatrum, Hom. 7. in Mat. Vid. Hom, in Eph. Coloſ. de David 
Saul. | | 

SPEAKING of David and Batbſpeba, he ſays, David ſaw 
her, and was wounded in his Eye. Let thoſe hear this who 
contemplate the Beauty of others, and who are poſſeſs'd with 
an unruly Defire after Stage-Plays, who ſay, we behold 
them without hurt. What hear I ? David is hurt, and art 
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Did he fall who had ſo greata meaſure of the Spirit? And 
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thou beholdeſt an Harlot in the Play-houſe, where even he 
very Place itſelf makes the Soul liable to Puniſhment, © 2 
NEITHER doſt thou only ſee, but heareſt unclean Words © + 
and obſcene Songs; thou art not Iron or Stone, but a'Mam © 
ſubje& to the common Frailty of Nature We can't ſerve 
; two Maſters 3 now. he who goes to Church one day, and to 
| Stage-Plays another day, ſerves two Maſters, Hom. T. un 
Pſal. 50. Hom: in Pſal. 119. a | 7 7 1 Wen . 
: 8. ST, AuvsTIN, born 4. D. 335. does not only look 1 — 2 
Stage-Plays as improper Diverſions for Chriſtian People, but 
counts them more abominable than Sacrifices offer d to Idols- 
De Crit. Dei, l. iii. ad Marcel. & lib. 2. c. 28. P. 77. Edit. in 
OH, Vol. 1. Excud. Jac. Stoer, M. D. XC. IV. 
In another Place he calls Plays the Pomps of the Deal, © * 
which we. renounce in Baptiſm : What art n Oh. Chriſ- 
tian, ſays he, when thou profeſſeſt one thing, and doeſt ano- 
ther? Going one while into the Church to pray, and a while 
after into the Play-houſe to cry out impudently with Stage- 
Players Poſt modicum in Spettaculis cum Hiſtrionibus impu- 
dice clamare. De Symbol. ad Catech. J. 4. F * N 
ST. AvsTIN, in his Confeſſions, reflects with Grief and 
Shame on his going to Play-houſes, when young, and on the 
Detriment he receiv'd by it. Lib. 3. c. 1, 2. I. 4. c. 1, 2. J. 6. We 
c. 7, 8. | . +008 | 
9. Is1Dort PErLvsIOTA, who flouriſh'd about the Year 15 
412. ſays of Stage-Players, That their great end is to dra, 
Men to Sin; and if the SpeQators were made better, the 
Occupation of Players would go to wreck. Ep. ad Hier. 
10. ATHENAGORAS, Who flouriſh'd, 4. B. 177, in his 
Apologetichs for the Chriſtian Religion, ſays, The Spectacles of 
the Theatre, the Games, the Gladiators, you Heathens ge- 
nerally admire, we Chriſtians think it ſinful to look on them, 
and therefore abſtain from all Sights of this kind. Ad finem, 
Oxon. 1682. 7 7 | | $5.9 OY, 
11. CyRIL of Jeruſalem, who liv'd 350. calls Plays the. | 
| Devil's Pomps, which we renounce in our Baptiſm. ' Ca- 1 
cb. My, 1 T aaa f 
: 3 W — k- wh 1 | 
ing of Stage-Players, ſays, They count nothing. filthy or 1 
Id 8 er ee 8 + all . 


in 2 - 
N 10 An 94 Nan a 
* ; OE” * 5 


' 


4 
5 
0 ; 1 0 
: _ 
x 


+ p 
-- * 
„ RR 


: 


! 

\ 

? 

: 

\ 

+ 
j 8 e 2 
* 9 a 
7 1 5 
2 > uh 


a” - 
* 1 
. 


-- 0 4 mn 
1 8 


— 
- 
2 
— 


+» 


oO, ER RO 


jeſty of God prophan'd by ſacrilegious Superſtitions 3 for 
Minerva is honour'd in the Places for Exerciſe, Venus in the 


and the Devil in them all: nay, all the Devils in Hell are 
in every one of the Places of theſe Paſtimes; for they pre- 
fide over the Places dedicated to their Worſhip Alibi eſt Im- 


cil held in Conſtantinople, 4. D. 68 3. By Can. 71. thoſe who 
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1 or Clergymens Sons, are to be Actors or Spectators of pub- 
lick Shews (Carans. Can. 11.) becauſe tis unworthy of Char 
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who writ in the Vth Century, under Zeno the Emperor, ' ſays; 
There is nothing either ſinful or vain, which is not acted in 
the publick ShewS Nil ferm? vel Criminum vel Hagi- 
rtiorum e /t quod in Speftaculis non fit. De Gubern. Dei. Oxon, 
CIO. IOC. X XXIII. p. 186. I ſhall only ſpeak, adds be, of the 
Cirques and Theatres where ſuch things are acted, that a Man 
can't ſo much as ſpeak of, yea remember them, without de- 
filing himſelf; p. 189. | 
He calls Plays Deluders of our Hopes, Cheats of Life, 
and Repaſt of the Devil, pag. 193. for while we divert our- 
ſelves in the Theatre, we periſh, according to the ſacred 
Text: Prov. 10.23. It is as Sport to a Fool to do Miſchief. 
So, in like manner, while we are ſporting among thoſe 
filthy and diſgraceful Sights, we commit Wickedneſs, and 
our Danger is the greater; becauſe tho they ſeem to be out- 
wardly innocent, yet they are moſt pernicious for there 
the Salvation of Chriſtian People is deſtroy'd, and the Ma- 


Theatres, Neptune in the Cirques, Mars in the Amphithea- 
tre, Mercury in the Wreſtling-Places. In one place there is 
Immodeſty, in another Laſciviouſneſs, in another Madneſs, 


Pudicitia, alibi Laſcivic—ubique Demon— Preſident ſedibus ſuo 
cultui dedicatis. p. 210. ä | 
Wx the BHiſpops of the Church met in Council, they took 
into Confideration the Evils of the Sage, and provided againſt 
them accordingly. | x 
Tux Council of Laodicea (preſent moſt of the Biſhops of 
Aſia) held about the Year 364. forbids Clergymen to be 
preſent at Plays and Theatrical Shews, that were then us'd 
at — or other Feaſts, and orders them to get out of 
the Houſe before the Maskers and Actors enter'd— Ante- 
quam Thymelici ingrediantur ſurgere eos & abire. Caran. Can. 54. 
Tunis Laodicean Council is confirm'd by the Trullan Coun- 


ſtudy the Civil Law are forbid to go into the Theatre, or uſe 


Heatheniſh Cuſtoms. N 4 
By the third Council of Carthage, A. D. 401. no Laymen, 
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14. SAL vIAN, a Prieſt, or as ſome ſay Biſhop of Marſeillet, 
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ken. By Can. 35. Actors of Plays, and ſuch like A | 
full nor de deny'd the Communion, upon ther 1 


Taz fourth Council of Carthage, about 4. D. 401. preſent 


two hundred and fourteen Biſhops; commands young Con- 


verts to abſtain from Stage-Plays, and excommunicates thoſe | 


that r eſort to 'em, and not to Church, on ſolemn Days. Can. 


Taz firſt Council of Arden held about the Fear 397. of 


399. ordains, That thoſe Chriſtians who acted upon the The- 
atre, ſhould be excommunicated while they föllow'd thoſe 


Employments. Can. 3. 5. This Decree is renew'd by the 
ſecond Council at Orleans. nnn 

By the African Code it appears, that Stage-Players were 
rank'd among Apoſtates. Can. 45: Gr: 49... 

Tux Women Actors were counted ſo ſcandalous; that 
whoever marry'd any of em, made himſelf uncapable of 
being a Clergyman by the Apoſtolical Canons. Caran 
Can. 18. in Uxorem duxit=—aliquam— ooo 

Tux Eliberme Council decrees, That if Chriſtian Women, 
or their Husbands, lend their Garments for the Shews, they 
ſhall be excommunicated for three Years: Caran. Can. 57. 
And by Can:.62: tis declared; That an Afor of Plays, or a 
Comedian, who would turn Chriſtian, ſhbuld not be receiv'd 


till he renounc'd his Theatrical Profeſfon, and to be excom- 


municated if ever he return'd to it. WE $001 2-57 
Tux fixth Council of Conflantinople; held About the Year 
630. which conſiſted almoſt of Biſhops, obliges all Chri- 
ſtians to renounce thoſe Plays and Interludes, and excom- 
municates thoſe who oppugn this Canon: Sins, Tom. 4. 
Caranza, Can. 5'1. * 4s 28 ere 
SYNopvs Francica under Pope Zachary, about the Tear 


742. decrees, That the pe Of God make Ig In- 
bominate all the Uneleanneſſes 


terludes, but renounce and: 
of Gentiliſm. Swrins, rr 
Tax ſecond Nicene Council, held about 785. accor dit 
to Baronites; where there were preſent three or four hund 
Biſhops, condemns Stage-Plays, and all Theatrical Sports. 
SYNopvus Turconenſis under Charles the Great, about the 
Year 813. determines that all Chriftians ſhould avoid Stage- 
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Nians to be Freſettt in a Place where Blaſpheines ate Tpo. | 


* - — 
* 
DDr 


— —— p 


2 2 * a - 
ers Lp HS — — 4 - #3" > „ «) . 0 2 — ——— 


e 


ern * 
8 
* ” — 
— l 


than to laugh at the Scurrilities, fooliſh Speeches, and ob- 


hundred Abbots and Priors, condemns Tumblers, Jeſten, 


niſters did in their ſeveral Capacities contribute their Endea- 
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ſcene Jeſts of Stage- Flayers.andlis Viri.—uibus magis 


conventt ſugere. Can. 38 


Fr 
triarchs, ſeventy Archþiſhops,” four hundred Biſhops, eight 


om. > = Xo =» 


and Stage-Players. 6 Ze e 

SyNopvs Lingonenſis, about 1404. forbids Plays, eſpecial- 
ly the Charevarian, in which they uſed Vizards in the Shape 
of Devils, (a Play in nature of a Mask) under pain of Ex- 
communication, and Forfeiture of 10 J. 

CoN c1LIT UI Colonienſe, about 1549. complains how Mo- 
naſteries were infected with Comedies and Stage-Plays, and 
provides againſt that Infection. | 

Cox c u Mediolane ne, 1560. abſolutely forbids Mor- 
ris- Dances at all Times, and all other Plays on folemn Days. 
Cap. de Feft.: hiu. Tom. 4. In the Chapter de Hiſtrionib. they 
mant N Ma . to baniſh out 4 their Ter- 
ritories all Stage-Players, Tumblers, Jugglers, Jeſters, and 
all . this „ | 75 3 ? 

I SATT conclude this Article with the National Prote- 
ſrant Synod at Roche, A. D. 1571. which ſays, It ſhall not 
be lawful for any Chriſtians to act, or be, preſent, at an 
Comedies, Tragedies, Plays, Interludes, or any other fach 
Sports conſidering that they have always been oppos d, 
* condemn'd, and ſuppreſs d in and by the Church, as bring- 
ing along with them the Corruption of good Manners.” 
FroM [theſe ne it appears, that the Profeſſion of 
Stage-Players has been always counted unlawful and ſcanda- 
lous by the Chriſtian Church; and that Magiſtrates and Mi- 


* 
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vours towards the 9 of the Play-Houſes. 
TnzE Biſhops of the Church did in all Ages condemn the 
Stage, looking upon the Entertainments of it as both ſhame- 
ful and dangerous, and therefore excommunicated the Play- 
ers, as the Blemiſh of the Church. Nor did they cenſure 
theſe Diverfions only becauſe of idolatrous Mixtures, but 
becauſe of their malevolent Influence upon Religion, as 
Mr. Collier has proved in his ſecond Defence. -- 
 'TaBRE are none among thoſe who are acquainted with 
Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, but know how the. Primitive Chriſ- 
tians thought themſelves obliged not only to avoid criminal 
Pleaſures, ſuch as. Debauchery, and thoſe that were (at 
leaſt). dangerous; as the Comedies and Publick Shews, x 
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iin n 
. die than call Jupiter a God, as he is ſtiled in Stage-Plays. Ad 
mortem uſque comendere Chriſtignos ne Jevem Deum appellent : 
Origen contr. Celſum, Tom, 4. J. I. let. 1. printed 1512 
Bur you'll {ay our Stage is reform d 
5 By no means, but rather grown worſe, ag having found 
6 out the Italian Secret of Poiſoning Mank ind; therefore the 
4 Primitive Arguments againſt. them remain in their full | 
once. „ ne ti e drum a i ot | 
I : Now, have the Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, alwa | 
d declared againſt Plays as Publick Nurſeries of Profaneneſs, 
and ſhall the Sons and Daughters of the Church of England 1 
ö countenance. and ſupport thoſe lewd Afſociations? did | 
4 the Biſhops of the Church in its corrupt Buy alſo paſs ſo 
y many ſevere * upon the Theatre, an Tall the Chil- 
. dren of the Reformation N N it? Shall thoſe who 
4 are Members of the true, Apoſtolick Church, ſtain their Chri- 
ſtian Character, by reſorting to thoſe Places, where evil 
e. Communications corrupt good Manners :. Shall thoſe who 
ot attend the Prayers of the Church, who eat and drink at the 
f Sacred Altar, defile themſelves with the Abominations of 
! the Heathens? Shall we encourage thoſe ludicrous Diyer- 
d ſions, that have been the Averſion not only of the beſt Chri- 
"WH fans in all Ages, but of ſober Heathens? To put up the 
Stage therefore, is to pull down the Church. __ 
of WzRrE the Primitive Clergy now alive, would they have 
1 encouraged the Licentiouſneſs of the modern Stage, or al- 
li. low'd thoſe Sallies of profane Wit, that invite Men thither ? 
Would not they have play'd the Artillery of the Church a- 
— thoſe Forts of Darkneſs? Doubtleſs the Satire of the 
be Pulpit would at leaſt have thunder d as loud as the Blaſ- 
ie pphemies of the Stage. n 
a Wu nx are the Succeſſurs of thoſe Holy Fathers of the 
ne Church? Oh ye Miniſters of the Altar awake ! rouſe up 
ut WM yourſelves, and ſound the Alarm in the Holy Mount. For 
* never was the Church more in Danger from the Stage, (that 
Chair of Peſtileuce, as Cl. Alexandrinus calls it; that Drama- 
ih tick Bawdy houſe, as Tertullian calls Pompey's Theatre.) The 
ri. vaſt Crowds of Italians that are lately come over, and now 
al roam about the great City, will pull down faſter than you 
(at can build up, if you, Gentlemen of the Sacred Order, be 
not Co- operators with the Magiſtrate in ſapping the Founda- 
dations of the Stage. 
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VA Succeſs can you hope for in the Pulpit,  whils 
theſe Abominations are indulged, while theſe unhallowed 


(20) 


Groves and high Places of Immorality are frequented ? Yd, 


Occaſional Paper. 1515 0 

- - SHALL Fathers, General Councils, and the whole Cur- 
rent of Antiquity, yea, uncultivated Heathens, damn the 
Corruptions of the Stage, and you fit ſtill? How long will 
ye ſuffer the Lambs of your Flock to be worry'd' by thoſe 
Wolves in Sheep's Cloathing? Why don't you thunder out 
the Anathema's of the Church againſt the Theatre, from 


whence Virtue is baniſh'd for its Seriouſneſs, and where 


Lewdneſs is Factor for Hell ? 


| 8 IV. 

Tux Diverſions of the Stage have been diſcoumenanged by the 
wiſeſt States and Kingdoms, and even by thoſe who upon their firſt 
Appearance were fond of them, as the Greeks and Romans. 

801 Nations have ſuppreſs'd the Stage, and baniſh'd 


the Actors out of their Countries, as the Primitive Chriſtians 


threw them out of the Church. We'll begin, 
I. WIr EH the Athenians, who were none of the worſt E- 
nemies to the Stage; theſe made a Law, that no Judge of 


the Areopagus [ Sænate-Honſe] ſhould write a medy, looking 


upon it at leait as an unreputable Part of Poetry, as well as 
an Indignity to his Office. | l 
Tk MISTOCLESs, the famous Athenian General, made 
another Law, that no Magiſtrate ſhould refort to the Stage. 
Before this Law, *twas an antient Cuſtom in Athens, that 
none ſhould be admitted upon the Stage, but thoſe who 
ſhould fing and utter honeſt things, leſt the beholding im- 
modeſt Actions might draw em on to Vice. 

IT* 
courag d by 'em, but they paid dear for their Sports, which 
in the Iſſue proved the Ruin of their Government; as Juſtin 
obſerves, who tells us that the Expence of the Stage, their 
Effeminacy, their ſauntring at the Play-Houſe, and mind- 
ing the Performances of Poets more than the Feats of War, 


; — them an eaſy Prey to their Enemies. In Segnitiem diſ- 
oluti 


Theatra celebrant- 
viſent es. Cap. vi. ad finem. 
Mx. CoLtits's Adverſary frankly owns there was once 


a total IE (or Abdication, as he calls it) of Comedy 
and Trage y. at Atbens. Survey, P. 61. . ERP | 


frequentius Scenam quam Caſtra 


Tus 


s readily acknowledg'd that the Stage had been en- 
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witched with Plays, finding at lat how fatal the Encoy- 


S 


a Law, that made Actors infamoussdz. 
2. Taz Lacedemonians would not allow of the Stage in 


Sparta, upon any Condition whatever. 
Pr UrARch, who commends this People for their Senſe 
and Wiſdom, calls them a Nation of Philoſopbers 3 no doubt 
of it, but they loved Diverfions as well as their Neighbours, 
but had no Palate for the Buffoonery of the Stage, as fore- 
ſeeing the Luxury of the Drama would debauch their Youth, 
u it did thoſe of h e 
AccorDING to Valerius Maximus, the Spartans were the 
e neareſt to the Gravity of the Romans; and, while they eon- 
f tinued obedient to the Laws of Lycurgus, would not ſuffer 
| their Citizens to behold the Delicacies of Aſia, left they 
d ſhould degenerarc into a voluptuous Life. Cap. 5. Vid. Flut. 
8 Lac. Inſtit. P. Halicarn. Antiq. Rom. I, vii. cap. 9. 
Wukx a Rhodian Ambaſſador demanded of a Lacedemo- 
B nian, What was the Cauſe of their ſtrict Laws againſt Stage- 
pf Players? He anſwer d, Becauſe they are hurtful 
g 827 
as 


K 


Commonwealth — BY n 
3. Taz Maſflians, who were remarkable for good  Difci- 
pline, would not allow or tolerate any Stage-Plays in their 
le Country. | i 9 3 


e. Tux Reaſon why the Maſfl;an Republick refuſed to ad- 
at mit them, was, becaufe the Subject of thoſe Diverſions was 
10 Intrigue and Debauchery, confifting generally in Relations 


n. of Adulteries, by which the Morals of the People were cor- 
* Val. Maxim. l. 2. c. vi. | 


AE Government foreſeeing the Conſequence of ſuch 


ch Sports, and how the Infection would ſpread from Fiction in- 


in to Practice, (that is, how the Cuſtom of beholding would 
ir beget a Cuſtom of committing the Crime) would not ſuffer 
d- thoſe Strong-Holds of Darkneſs to be erected in their Domi- 
ir, nions. b ee 
4. Tax Romans, who at firſt encouraged the Stage, lived 
to repent of it. : 25 
Tnar Diverfion was ſubje& to various Viciſſitudes among 
them. Before Julius Ceſar's time, they ſtopt the building of 
a Theatre, as apprehending that the Entertainments of the 
Play-houſe „ 


Roman Virtue wauld be loſt, and the Spirit of the People 


— 


bring in foreign Vice, and that the old 


Tux truth is, the Abenians, Who had been long be- 


rage ment given the Stage had been to them, did not | 
abandon them as pernicious Evils, but condemned them i | 


% 


emaſculated __ - 


il 


from the 
fionsl Fat 


Taz 


1570 


- = Slaves, 


that the Actors became infamous among the Romans. 1. 
de Gvit. Dei, J. 2, c. 13. Ws, . a RT "0 
. T1zzR1vs, none of the beſt Emperors, tho' he much de- 
lighted in Plays, yet at lat, by reaſon of thoſe, great Mif- 
chiefs occafioned by them, did, upon. the Requeſt of the 


Senate and People, condemn all Players to the Whipping- | 
Ferable 


Poſt, and then baniſhed them out of Italy as inſu 

Evils. 3 MM... 18 1 

LIV tells us, That when the Theatre was building by 
the Cenfor's Direction, 1 Naſica ſpake againſt it, in the 
Senate-houſe, as an uſeleſs, yea a ebauching Experiment, 
and got an Act for pulling it down: Inutile & nociturum mo- 
ni,, L En. | 


* 


Dourian the Emperor, forbid all publick Players and 


Actors of Interludes. Siet. in vit. 
VALERIUs Maximus gives the Reaſon why the Actors 
of the Fabulæ Attellanæ had better Quarter than the reſt of 


the Players, vis. becauſe the Performance was more clean 


and inoffenſive, formed, as Caſaubon obſerves, upon the Mo- 
dolly of the old Satire, and was much more merry than mad, 
Lib. ii. | 


- Tas Stanchneſs skreened the Actors from Diſgrace, and 


purchaſed their Patent of Indemnity. While the 8 

countenanced Virtue, twas entitled to the Protection of the 
State; but when it grew diſſolute and impudent, the Go- 
vernment, to prevent the Propagation of Vice, ſuppreſſed it. 
Ae us rus, who, at firſt, very much delighted in Stage- 
Plays, having obſerved the fatal Effects of them, ordered 


the Players to be whipped, and afterwards exiled, as in- 


tolerable Plagues to a State; (particularly Sepbanio, ſome 


„„ 


call 


Sw @a_ 


 VALENTINIAN, 


127 79 


call him 
Nag, 55 e o much u 595 | 8 00 wh 
05 0 


ae” ag had fo 2 
chibi Stage-Plays. In his 
Epiſtle to e eh an Higb- Prieſt o Calais, he for- 
bids all the Gentile Prieſts, and their Peo ple, to . req 
the Play-houſe. Sozom. Feel Hiſt, Par: 144058. cap. 16. 

TRA JAN the 1 put down the Stage, and baniſhed 
the 3 of which memorable Act Pliny II. ſpeaks Plin. 
Sec. Panegyr. 22 dict. Colon. Allobr. p. 38. 

Ax rON IN us Pivs was favourable to them; but his Sus 
ceſſor M. Aurelius Antoninus, in order to regulate Manners, 
took the Players with him to the War, and, by an Edict, 
forbad all publick Plays at Rome and Antioch ; but that not 
meeting with the ekpeticd Succeſs, he baniſhed all — 


Players as Corrupters of the Empire, loaded three Ships 
with them whic he ſent to the 


to be put into the Houſe of 


Tux Chriſtian Emperors were wtemarkable i in their Op- 
poſition to the Stage. f 


CoxsrANTIXE the Great, firſt Chriſtian Em vor, Sam 
and bred in Britain, did, by an Edict, aboliſh lays, and 


all other obſcene Cuſtoms of the Gentiles. Euſeb. in ny ""S 


vom. Hiſt, Eutrop. 


„ the "IX N e Play houſes, n be 
Fountains and Nurſeries of all 


ickedneſs in Cities, and ba- 
niſhed all Players, Singers, and Women - Dancers, by a puh- 
lick Edict; as Chryſoſtom relates. Neguitiæ foxtes excluſit 


& ſubvertit bin Nequitie radices in Civitate gin 


unt Homil. 17. ad Populum Antioch, 


Gratian, and Valens the Emperor, 
made publick Laws againſt Stage Plays and common Actors. 
Codex Theodoſ. JI. 35. de Spectac. 

Tnus we ſee the Stage condemned by Pagan and Chriſtian 


Emperors. | 
5. SALVIAN tells. us, That Plays were not ated. i in 


us. 


6. Tax Goths, and othes. 3 n Gin : 
— Stage-Plays as: 8 and ridiculous Spes. 


. of the Hell/poms, 
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many Cities of Gaul and Spain, nor in all the Cities of the 


— 
- a= at. — 


— 


<= An 


* — 
* 
I rr > hs. Mi 
, - -—_ 
C 
_ - 


_— — 


_— 
— 


2 . — 


= — * . — — 1 , 
—_— —— ———— Re Ee —— 
— — — — — — * 
— _ - — - th a> - —_ — 


— 
— ». — . 


- — — 
— — — 
— — — 
. — — 


* 
— Ped 
— — 


——— — 


— 
— —— 2 
— — — 


—— 3 
3 P > E Xs * 2 2 
cus. —— — U — ũ —: . 


— 


3 — L— 


—— — 


v 


17 
- 
1 
- 
: 
2 
[4 
© 
j 
” 
: 
1 
14 
J 
1 4 
g 
al 
Fi 
; 
f 
7 
5 
7 
N 
. 
f 
k 


\ 
| 
\ 
if 
? 
| [ 
ö , 1 
1 
* ID 
N p 
+ 


9 
— r 


- on SA 2 


1 Cuſtoms of the Jews ; therefore they did not only oppoſe 
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J. Tn old Germans, who are noted for their ſtrict repari 
to Chaſtity, were not "corrupted \ with the Allurenients c 
Plays, Ll d Shews, as Tacitus tells us, De Morib, Germ, Vid, | 
Thigast +2 tro 39A 207 Þ een en e ene 


8. Pr Aus are condeititied by the Laws; tho encourag ed by 
the People of England. : WF 91 10 240 ID 7 
I SIHALI look no farther back than King Henry 'VIII's 
time, when there was an Act made againſt Mummers ; by 
which the Players were fined and impriſoned for three 
Months: the Penalty for ſelling Vizors, or keeping them in 
the Houſe, is Twenty Shillings for every Vizor. 3 H. VIII. 


rap. 9. © 3. 


In Qu. El:2abeth's Reign the Play-houſes in Gräce- Church. 
ſtreet, on Ludeate-Hill, White-Friars, &c. were pulled down, 
and Stage-Plays driven out of the City: Whetſton's Mirrour 
for Magi trates. By a Statute made in the 39th of her Reign; 
all Tinkers, Pedlars, Players of Interludes, unleſs autho 
riz'd by Barons, were accounted Rogues, and to be whipt. 
An. 39 Elia. See An. Imo Jacobi I. c. vi fs 

Br a Statute in King James's Reign; there is a Penalty of 
20 J. laid upon thoſe, who, in any Stage-Plays, Interlades, 
May-Games, Shews, and ſuch like, did jeſtingly, or pro 
fanely, ſpeak or uſe the Holy Name of God, or of Chriſt, 
or of the Holy Ghoſt. Ann. 3 Jac. I. c. 21. Week bin 


\ * 


- 


is true, King James publiſh'd a Book of Sports; and 


tis as true he wiſh'd it burnt before he dy d. BLUE 
Tuksz Acts of Parliament were reviv'd and infofc'd in the 
I2th of Queen Anne, by which Players of Interludes are to 
be puniſhed as Rogues: The Conſtable, and other Inhabi- 
tants may bring them before a Juſtice 3 Officers; neglecting 
their Duty, forfeit Twenty Shillings: 2 
_ How vile then muſt theſe Players be, that are vomuted out 
by Church and State? In the Year 1697. by order of the 
French King, the Italian Players were expelled the King- 
dom; and I very well remember, that in 1703. the French 
Stage lay under Excommunication. The Theatres alſo have, 
ſome time ago, been ſhut up by the Pope, and in the Terti- 
tories of Brandenburgh by the King of Pruſſia ; and ſeveral Ei- 
ropean Countries would never endure them in any Form, 6r 
_=_ any Regulation. I'll conclude this Head with the 
ne: 1 
9. In the Opinion of . and Maccabees, Stage-Plays 
were directly oppoſite to the Laws, Governments, Rites, and 


them Plays aut Shews in Hhonbut' of Ag, Auris. Fu 
. 15. 4 17, The Maceabees inform us, That Jaſoh, and” bj 
ba K Confederates! Wwe the firlt 2 broug ke in che 
Plays among the Jerk: 1 Maccub. 1. 1 125 
Pr1ro-Jup®vs, 4 very learned Jed, who Houti & in 


wg —  ooT IT. 


fal Paſtimes, in which Thoufani s miſerably ſpend; their 
Time, and waſte. their Lives; d de eh Agri. 
cultura. 2 1 CID. * CXC. P. 192. HEL, | 


V. * RE” 
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Purity of ber DoBrine, aud zy ſome of ber moſt eminem Lt 45% 

Nod E of her Articles, Canons, or Homilies, give the lea 
Encouragement to thoſe 1udictons Sports; or 5 other 85 
verfions that recommend tHetifelves by indecent Levit 
But, on the'contritry; in cohformity to the Statutes of 
Land, and Practice of the 7 Church, condemns all 
kinds of unlawful Spo rts, appears ears by her Canons, Cate; 
chiſm, and Univerfities! as 60 as * ſome of her moſt 
eminent Members. 

1. By one of her Canons, no Clergyman ſhall ſpe ad his 
time idly by Day or Night, playing at Dice; Cards,” or Ta- 
bles, or any other unlawful Cane; 3 which includes gg 
meries r. Interludes, according to the Statutes. Can. ) 5. 

2. Tux Church-Catechiſm, in renounc ing the Pom 0 
Vanities of this World, ſeems to refer to theſe: "The fins 
Shows, that are fome of thoſe things we renounce in 1590 
tiſm ; becauſe, in this Senſe, the antient Church Wn 
these words Which we borrow from them. 

TuE Primitive Chriſtians Abſtain'd from Stag - 
cauſe they -look'd upon them to be ſome o chof 2 
and Vanities which they had renounc'd in their Bap iſm, 2 

Tuvs St. Cyril, by Pomps, underſtands the Shes a 
Sports of the Phonire, and ſuch like Vanities. Catech AF 

TzRTULLIAN, Cyprian, St. Auſtin, &c. remonſt d . 
gainſt the Stage, becauſe the frequentiny of it was an ab 
Rane their A Juration of the Pomps of this World i in thelf 

1835 De SpeRac. . 

HE Pabel, who liv'd near the Apoftotical Tings, ey! 
beſt what was underſtood by this Baptiſmal Renunciation 3 * 
and they ſay, Stäge-Playe were 
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Her, vurconſpea hi 125 1 he intebdacel! aer 


the Apoſtles times, condenitis'Sta e-Play $ as vdin and burt- 


Church of England'as ſuch, but every where condemned by the 


2 particularly included in it; 
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and if ſo, then it will follow, that our Attendance upon the 


Stage is a practical Renunciation of our Baptiſm. 


renounce the Devil and his Works, the Pom 


ſuch ludicrous Repre 


— ——— — — — —  — 


_ © when thou haſt confeſs'd thoſe very Plays to be the 


0 26 ) 


2 W 


So far as we countenance theſe impure Scenes, ſo far we 


enter into a League with the Fleſh and the Devil againf 


Chriſt. Do but take a View, ſays Dr, Hornech, of the Wii. 
tings of the Primitive Fathers, and you'll find them unani- 


mous.in this Aſſertion, viz. That in our Baptiſm, when we 
s and Glory of 
the World, we do particularly renounce Stage-Plays, and 
| | 3 P. 22 5. of bis Sirenes. 
* How, ſays Salvian, do we pretend to worſhip God in the 
* Church, when we are continually ſerving the Devil in 
thoſe obſcene Plays? When we are in the W do we 
follow the Steps of Chriſt? What Folly is this? What 
can't we have a conſtant Scene gf Merriment and-Laughter, 
unleſs we make our Mirth and Joy become a Sin ? What 
can't we be merry without being wicked, or uſe our Mirth 
without affronting our Maker ? for, in the publick Shews, 
there is a kind of Apoſtacy from the Faith, and a mortal 
Prevarication about the bleſſed Sacraments,  _ 
Tux firſt thing Chriſtians do in their Baptiſm, is to re- 
nounce the Devil, his Pomps, Shews, and Works; and 


„ &f 6-9 © a 


therefore . Tops and Shews, according to our own 


* Profeſſion, are the Works of the Devil.“ Salvian; In Speta- 
culis enim quædam Apoſtaſia Fidei, p. 196, 197, & 193. See 
tacula & Pompe etiam juxta noſtram Profeſſionem Opera ſunt 
Diaboli. 193, 196, 197. EET: 
How (adus he) dareſt thou, Oh Chriſtian, run from 
Church, a holy Place, to the Stage, the Synagogue of Sa- 
© tan ? How dareſt thou go to a Play-houſe after * 
orks 
© of the Devil ? Thou haſt renounced the Devil, and all his 
* porapous Shews 3 ſo that by attending theſe, you return 


to the Devil“. Ob Chriſtiane  Spefacula poſt Baptiſmum-— 
_ Thid. 5⁰²n 198. 28 
[he 


vx Univerſities, in the days of their Purity, paſt the 

ſame Cenſure upon Plays. 
Mx. STEHEN Gosson tells us, That upon his own Know: 
ledge (A. D. 1581.) many famous Men of both Univerſities 
had made open Outcries againſt the Inconveniences bred by 
Plays, and that they were of Opinion, they ought not to be 
ſuffer d in a Chriſtian Commonwealth, His Plays confutes, 
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Da. Rxvwor ps affirms, That the beſt apd graveſt Di- 
vines i be Univerſity of Oxfard, —— Stage-Pla 85 
by an expreſs Statute made in a full Convocation of the 
whole Univerſity in the Lear 1584. whereby the uſe of all 
common Plays was expectly prohibited in the Univerſity, 
leſt the . (who are prone to imitate all kind of 
Vice) being Spectators of ſo many leud and evil Sports as 
in them are practis d, ſhould be. corrupted by them. Hes 
Ozerthrow of Stage-Plays, p. 151, 153. „„ 

AnD, he adds, I have read of a Statute enacted at Cam- 


\ 


bridge, that no, common Actors. ſhould be ſuffer'd to play 
within the Precincts of the Univerſity, for fear they ſhould 
debauch the Students Manners. n | 

Obj. Taz Univerſities allow the Scholars to act. 

Anſw, PRIVATE Interludes are. tolerated. -:In times of 
Popery, ſome particular Statutes were made, that .requir'd 
Latin Comedies, for Learning-ſake only; but I have not 
— any publick Approbation of Stage-Plays by the Univer- 
Itles. ants Migrant Mat 1 | | 

4. In the next Place we are to conſider the Judgment of 
eminent Churchmen about COINS et 

Wr may know the Thoughts of the Church by her Sons, 
who generally look upon the Diverſions of the Stage as very 
pernicious Entertainments. .I'll begin with, nn 

[I.] DR. PARKER, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who con- 
demns Plays in his Book de Antiq. Eccl. Brit. 1572. | 
(2.] Dr. G.ALLEY, Biſhop of Exeter, and Divinity-Lecturer 
at St. Paul's, in the ſecond Year of Queen Elizalerb, does, 
in his Book, called, The Poor Man's Library, declare, with 
great warmth, againſt Stage-Plays, as the Fuel of Luſt, Oc- 
caſion of Adultery, and other intolerable Evils. Lond. 157 T. 

[z.] DR. BEARD of Humingdon, and Dr. Taylor, the fa- 
mous Preacher of Aldermanbury, ſpeaking of Plays and Co- 
medies, and ſuch like 3 ſay, They bave no other 
Uſe but 10 de prate and corrupt Good - Manners, and open a Door 
to all Uncleanneſs——The Holy Scripture is often by theſe filthy 
_ Propban d ITbeatre of God's Judgments, Edit. 4. Lond. 
1648. cap. 36. £ cit 128187 RF bg 

[4.1 E CIE Jusricx HALE, who was ſo great an 
Ornament to the Bench, adviſes his Son thus: Let your Re- 
creations be healthy and creditable, without too much 

Time or Money; go not to Stage-Play 3d Ep. to one 
of bis Sons, P. 273, 275. | YE 


% 


— 1 


E >» Y | 
£5.) ARCnBiSHOP of the 8 of the Church 


4 ſpeaking of Interludes and Stage- Plays, fays, They offend 
=_ againff the ſeventh Commandment in feveral Inſtances 
. 18 Beſides, the Wantonneſs therein us'd in Attire, Speech and 


"hl Action; the Man puts on the Woman's Apparel (Which i; 


1 forbidden as a thing abominable, Deut. 22; DI much Filth. 
41 | neſs is preſented to the Beholders, and fooliſh Talking and 
1 Jeſting, which are not convenient. Fornication and all Un- 


1 
oy * p 


cleanneſs (which ought not to be once nam'd among Chrif. 


| tians) is made a S ONCE oy and Laughter, Eph. 5. ;, 
i 4. therefore they who go to ſee ſuch Sights, and hear fuck 
fl . Words, ſhew their Neglect of Chriſtian Duty, and Careleſſ- 
1 neſs in Sinning, whenas they willingly commit themſelves 
| into the Snare of the Devil. Body of Div. Edit. 1. in au, 
| Lond. J. D. 1702. eee EO 9 * 
| s.] DR. Bray, writing OD, ſays, As to 
NJ r Antients meant by them thoſe pompous Spec. 
- Pla 
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tacles, 's, and Scenical Repreſentatjons exhibited in 
the Roman Theatres; which becauſe they were ſo leud, 
| cruel, and impious, the Primitive Biſhops and Fathers of the 
nn Church ſtrictly enjoin'd all Chriftians, at their Baptiſm, not 
| to frequent, or ſo much as to be once preſent, or ever ſeen 
1 . e ed re m 
ot Ov modern ys areno leſs inferiour to the antient ones 
nin Impieęty and Leudneſs, than they are in Shew and Fom- 
it pouſneſs 3 and having ſuch a malignant Influence” on Faith 
|| l and Manners, as is own'd by almoſt all Perſons, they ought 
| never to be frequented by Chriſtians 3 and it may be yery 
well look'd upon as a Breach of your Baptiſmal Vow, for 
any of you to be hereafter preſent at them. His Diſcourſe of 
the Paptiſmal Covenant, p. 118. geo, 
I.] Da. Hoawecx, who has writ againſt Plays, ſays 
Actor and Spectator go away from the Theatre . worſe than 
they came; and tho both come away laughing, yet both 
prepare for bitter Mourning and Lamentation. The Plays, 
adds be, we ſpeak of, are ſuited to the looſe Humour of the 
Age, which ſeems to hate all 1 that are ſerious, and de- 
lights in nothing ſo much as in Jefts and Fooleries, and ſee- 
ing the moſt venerable things turn'd into Ridicule No 
Flay reliſhes but what is ſtuffed with Love-Tricks ; and bat 
Which makes People laugh moſt, is the beſt Comedy. His 
Letter againſt Plays in bis Book on Judgment. 
© [8.] Dx. TirLorson, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, that 
Star of the firſt Magnitude in the Firmament of the Church, 
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48888 (29) | 
king of ſome Parents, ſays, 'The are ſuch Mon ſtere, 
T nb ſaid Devils, as not to Foe tire to 8 
things to their Children Inſtead of bringing them t 
d Places of Debauchery, thoſe Schavls ant 
Nurſeries of Leudneſs and Vice. Serm. 3. Education of ( 


” * 


dren, Lond. 1694. Edit. 2. p. 153, 114. N 
[o.] Dx. Jon 1 in his Preacher, ſpeaking of thoſe 
who preach at Court and great Cities, ſays, They can't ſhew 
themſelves faithful in their Office, unleſs they diſſuade their 
Hearers from frequenting of Play-houſes. He adds, That 
the Entertainments of the Stage, as they are manag'd aud 
us'd, have a natural and unavoidable Tendency to that which 
is finful and unlawful z for they foment Idleneſs, and pro- 
fuſe waſting of precious Time: They diflolve the Spwits 
into Lightneſs and Wantonneſs; they foſter Immodeſty and 
Obſcenity; they nouriſh Licentiquſneſs and — — 5 
they encourage Prolatencſs the Youth ef J of both 
Sexes are corrupted and ruined by theſe publick Shews, and 
almoſt every day affards us ſome Proof of it. 
Is ſhort, if your Auditors be addicted to Plays, they II 
not care for your Sermons, unleſs your Sermons be a- kin to 
the Plays. Preacher, Part I. pag. 100, 10 1. printed 1705. 
Edit. 2. | | | 
IN another place he calls the Play-houſes Shops of Impie- 
1 and 2 ard] Schools of Obſcenity . Preacher, Part 
II. p. 188, 189. ö | 
75 DR. Foc, late Dean of Cheſter, ſaith, That if the 
Stage be not purged from that Filthinefs both of Speech 
and Geſture, which is uſually repreſented there, we muſk 
join with the antient Fathers, and civilized Heathens, in 
condemning it; for conſidering who they are that become 
the uſual Spectators of ſuch Wickedneſs, they are Incen- 
tives to the corrupt Nature of the Beholders, who can't ſee 
wanton Actions 5 lively repreſented, but have thoſe Aﬀec- 
tions moved, which have neither Grace nor Virtue enough 
to make the beſt uſe of what they ſee, any more than o- 
thers can walk on het Coals, and their Feet not be burnt ; 
or handle Pitch, and their Fingers not be defiled. His two 
Treafiſes, prized at Cheſter, 1712, P. 153. = 
[It.] Da. KanNetrT, the preſent Biſhop of Peterborowgh, 
ſpeaking of 41, ſays, lt ſeems very evident, that the 
iberty and Delight then taken in Plays. and Operas, did 
ſadly corrupt the Minds and Manners of our People, and ſo 


r 
let in that Looſeneſs and Irreligion, which ſerv'd to fi ug! o 
— Wickedneſs and Villanies ſoon after acted in the 6 i! 

ar. | 
12. To crown all, Queen Anne, Head of the Church, 
ſuppreſs'd, in her Reign, thoſe Seminaries of Hell, called, 
May-Fair, Bartholomew, and Suthwark-Fairs, where Multi- 
tudes were annually debauched by the profane Plays acted 
there. I might add more; but if they'll not hear theſe 
1 good Men, who ſpeak the Language of Reaſon, and the 
1 niverſal Church, neither will they be perſuaded tho one 
roſe from the Dead. „% A 
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1 VI. r 
| AMoNs the Papiſts, who bave almoſt converted all N 
into Plays, are found Enemies to the Stage, upon the ſcore of its 
| Profaneneſs. Ty 0 
1! BEFORE the Reformation in England, nothing more com- 
1 mon than Interludes and Comedies, form'd upon religious 
1m SubjeQs ; and theſe were ated even in conſecrated Places, 
1 as appears by Statutes made againſt ſuch Practiees: nor are 
1 they yet cured of this Evil, as is evident by the News from 
Oporto in Portugal 3 where, on the 13th of February, 1720-1. 
an Opera wasperform'd, in which were repreſented the Na- 
tivity of Chriſt, and the principal Occurrences fince the 
Creation, = 35 
Nov tho the Papiſts are as much addicted to Plays as any, 
and the Jeſuits have often acted the Paſſion of Chriſt inſtead 
of Preaching it; yet their learned Writers, and Defenders of 
the Church, condemn Stage- Plays, as injurious to Religion 
and Government. | ; | 
" Max1ana, the Jeſuit, has writ one entire Treatiſe againſt 
Stage-Plays, calling the Stage the Shop of Uncleanneſs, and 
a Plague fatal to Kingdoms. Offcina Impudicitiæ, Exitiale 
malum Reipub. de Speftac. With whom agrees Matthew Paris, 
a famous Engliſh Hiſtorian. | | 
' CanDinaL BaroNnivs ſpeaks againſt them in his Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Annals. | 
CARDINAL BELLARMINE cenſures Plays as unchriſtian 
Paſtimes. | : 
| Onvuynrivs PAN. VERONENSTS, after having related the 
"my  1dolatrous Pagan Original of Plays, condemns * quoting 
| St. Cyprian and Tertulian againſt them. De Ludis Circen. Ve- 
net. 16co. I. 1. c. 1. c. 0 Ef 1 
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be utterly unlawful. 2 of . 
HxENRIcUS SFHON DAN usö proves, That Stage-Plays were 
always condemned by the Primitive Chriſtians as the Pomps 
of the Devil. Epit. Baron. Mogun. 1614. LA 

N1coLAvs DE CLEMANG18 reckons Stage-Plays among 
the Diſorders in his time. De nav. celeb. non inſtituendis, 
Lugd. Bat. | 7 | 8 5 , 

. Number would add to the Strength of an Argument, 
I could multiply Authors from this Quarter, and N e 
in Anſelm, Aquinas, Gratian, and others; but theſe are ſuf- 


* 


ficient to prove, that even in the Church of Rome, where 


Religion is metamorphos'd into Pageantry and pompous Re- 
preſentations, ſome of her * and beſt Men have 
damned the Stage as the Angel of the bottomleſs Pit, whoſe 
Name is Apollon. = F $552 
Anp ſhall Proteſtants, Members of the Reformed Body, 
atronize a corrupt Stage? When Papiſts, Members of the 
Maſe-houle, declare againſt it as the Corrupter of all Re- 
ligion ? Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the Streeis of 
Aabelon, left the Daughters of the Pbiliſtines rejoice, and 
the Uncircumciſed triumph, when they hear how Re 
have exchang'd the Superſtitions of Rome for the Vices of the 
Stage. f 4 


VII. | 
Fxom the whole I obſerve, Tho there may be an innocent 

Repreſentation of Perſons and Actions in a Dramatick May; yet 

Play-houſes, as they bave been, and now generally are managed, 

ourbt not to be frequented by Chriſtians. | | 
Ix the precedent Pages, you have ſeen the Stage arrai 

and condemned by the concurrent Teſtimonies of ſober 


Heathens, Jews, wiſe States, Chriſtians, both Antient and 


Modern, Proteſtant and Popiſh. 

Yov have heard their repeated and loud Exclamiations a- 
gainit it, as a Practice pernicious to the common Intereſſſ of 
Mankind ; and no wonder, when indeed moſt of the Thea-. 
trick Compoſitions are little elſe than a bold Conſpiracy a- 
gainſt Reaſon and Religion. | roar 

Fox here the Bounds between Virtue and Vice are bro- 
ken down, ſacred things are not ſpared, if they ſerve to 


make up the Decorum of the Act, or to furniſh out an ab- 
ſcene Droll. In theſe Shews our Holy Religion has 1 My 
IE, | n 


ns CxSsAR Buringtrvs has writ an excellent 
Treatiſe againſt all kinds of Stage-Plays, proving them to 


. 


— inconſiſtent with the Maxims of that Ret 
d Af. 
foctions, and to turn away our Eyes from beholding Vanity. 


ſal Libertiniſm, to baffle pious Inclinations, and to baniſh 


dhe Church, orSeats in the Play-houſe ?——" 
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ben madeithe Subject of Ridicule, and ſbtrteties even. l 
the Character and Habit of:  Clergymert ; an Evil cott. 
1 of in the eighth General Council, vis; Thur then 
rei A Cuftont, in "tie Court? of Printes, o clothe” Layment in 
copal Robes, wh» boch in Tonſure, and other Ornate, 
ſpould aft a =" th Furt, and- likewiſe to mate a-ridieulous Pa. 
triurcb with u they might ſport themſelves 3 and i con: 
demned by Can. 15,—L aicum inſignib. Epiſcopalib. qui & 
Tonſura——==& c eaſſe riaiculum Patriarcham quo ſe oblefia. 
rent. Caranza A och OS. 
No wonder the Sacred Prieſthood could not eſcape theit 
Taunts, when the Holy Scripture itſelf has been burfeſqued 
and: turned into Traveſty; and, to 27 no Diverflons 
more common in ſome Country-Places than Interludes, 
wherein a mock Hiſtory of the Bible is frequently given: 
In the firſt Act of the Play, called, Mock-4ft rologer, the 
Scene is a Chapel, and the Time is taken up in rid icu ling 
Devotion. N 1 
Bur ſu ou that the Ambaſladors of Heaven had 4 
Prõtection from the Stage; yet this gay and ſoft way of 


which obliges us to crucify the Fleſh, with its Luſts and 


Nay, there can't be a more ready way to introduce univer- 


even common Morality out of the World 3 than by encou- 
raging Play-houſes, thoſe common Neſts of Rakes, Bullies, 
and Wantons, where Vices are repreſented in jeſt, and af- 
terwards practis d in good earneſt, When Vice is drefled up 
in its Gaities, and repreſented in all its Allurements, it in- 
ſenſibly infinuates itſelf into the unwary Mind, and ſoon 
renders infipid all the Entertainments of Virtue ; yea, the 
ſcandalous: and impudent Geſtures of the Actors, convey 
the Poiſon with greater force than their infe&ious Tongues 3 
and yet ſo intoxicated are Men with theſe Theatrical Diver- 
tiſements, that they are preferred to thoſe of the Temple. 
Sis was the —— of Salviar, that holy Biſhop⸗ 
vis. That Men preferred Plays before the Churches of 
God, deſpiſed the Altar, and honoured the Theatres. If, 
ſays be, it happens, as it oft does on the ſame day, that 
© there iga Church Feſtival, and publick Plays, which of 


the two Places has the greateſt Congregation; the Temple 


or the Theatre? Which are moſt crowded,” the Fews in 
* Is 


— — 


© they were employ'd to pray to the Gods for Rain in a. 


© mean, and Iſtbmian Games were inſtituted for their ſakes, 
© Apollo and Cupid, the kindeſt to Men of all the Gods, were 
© always repreſented as Boys, by treaſon of the Sanctity of 
© that Age. . See bis Life. So Ir Rds. 

To ſum up all; To attend theſe ludicrous and obſcens 
Shews, and take pleaſure in them, is unbecoming the Man, 


* 


How unbecoming the Dignity of 4 rational Nature, to 
act the Part of a Buffoon, or to be pleas d with: thoſe 
who do ſo? What Violence does he offer to the Reaſon 
of Mankind, who repreſents Vice as faſhionable and gen- 
teel? and what a ſorry mean Soul actuates that Man, who. 
makes theſe ludicrous Actions the Ingredients of his Plea- 


* „ 8 Kreer TT LS TC oi. 


nior's Court with ſo many Mutes, Tumblers, Dwarfs, Buß- 
foons . By theſe ſordid and fooliſh Sports the Muſſulmen 
grow effeminare; and unfit for Arms and Embaſhes, * - 

Wnar a Diminution tothe Honour of Gentlemen (who 
by Birth are deſign'd for Offices of State) to go to Chil- 
drens Play; at the Expence of ſo much Time and Money, 


ers, who go abdut to poiſon the Minds and Morals of the Na- 
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1 e 5 645 . 
1 ee * 502 NI bis (3 J £14945 gan 951 . N | 
\ WH 1» there happen to be any Feaſts of the Church, they, 
al © who call themſelves Chriſtians, k don't onl forbear the 
„ © Church, but if chey are in it, immediately rum gut, if 
10 © they hear thete are Plays acted. They , leave: Chtiſt on 
5 « the Altar, that they may feed their Eyes that go a who- 
„ing after thoſe unclean Sights. Salvian. de Gubern, Pei, Page, 
200. [poi 03. comin les] ods nu tie Rob hrs 
g Bur no Perſons ſo ſuſceptible of the Infection as young 
1 ones, who, from 4 — Vivacity of Imagination, hate 
5 the Fatigue of Buſineſs; and therefore are ſoon taken with 
4 that ſort of idle Life; theſe therefore ought to be effectual- 
þ ly caution'd againſt the Contagion of the Stage 
" CHILDREN, Who are the. hopes of a Nation, merit our 
; ſtricdeſt Regards: a Neglect in their Education is an Error 
5 in the = oncoction. Fytbagoras, in his Speech to Chil- 
dren, 0 erves, 2 514 91 ow - 40 a2 i 
8 Tux ate the deareſt to the Gods, for which reaſon 


time of Scarcity; that they only, being always ſanctify d, 
© had leave to live in the Temple; that the Fytbian, Ne- 


the Gentleman, and the Chriſtian. — 


ſure? *Tis this Meanneſs of Spirit that fills the Grand Sig= 


and all for the Diverſion of 4 little Eaughrer, rais d by Buf- 
toons, Vagabohds, Jeſters, Strollers, Dancers, Fidlers, Play--- 
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(34). 
tion, and to teach People 10 and ſwear the ſhone 
way? ( 34 94: - . (as Ati Ti 


Waxes! ollity Figu lire $664: Seelen alles when 
he Rande basehcde befere a 1 Puck of Scoundtel Actors, 
who are infümous by the Laws of the Gentiles, as well as 
thoſe of Raglan, and whoſe Office at beſt, is only to en- 
cite rude and ex eeſſive Mirth, and clowniſli Laughter in 
the Audience, Without | the leaſt ee to morgl Inſtruc- 
tion? eier CN 
GxNTTEuRN generally are; or ſhould be Men of bo 


lieneſt und 4 Taſte ; how ridiculous is it to ſye theſe 


mix with the Dregs of the People, who have no reliſh- of 


Decency and Hbnour in their Ruſtiek Acc lamations? How 


awkward a Figure does the grinning Gentleman make, 
when the Modeſty of his Lady and al her Sex) is attack d 
by impudent Actors? * 

To ſee the Chriſtian in the Play-houſe, that Colnberaicls 


of Vice, is yet more ſhocking. ' What thou a Chriſtian, and 
a Spectator of thoſe wanton Poſtures and Actions that con. 


2 the greatpſt part of. ſome Plays? What thou a Chriſ- 
a Member of the Church, and frequent the Play. 


houſe: that a ny; of Darkneſs, and uſual / Rende vouz 5 
Debauchees? 


ith what Pleaſure can Ladies and Gentle 
men of Virtue aſſociate with theſe? 

| Wirn, what face dare you behold the Hol Temple, 
who defile your Eyes with. being Spectators of vuin and 
wanton Shews? With what Colſeienes can you approach 
the ſacred Table one day, and run to a Play-houfe rhe next 
day,, where the Entertainment is Sur 3 or as the Tatler, a 
Friend of the Play-houſe, ſpeaks, immodeſt nion, - empty 
Show, or impertinent Activity. 

Tuvs have briefly accounted for the Cocduct and . reat- 
ment, of” the Stage, where you have the Subſtance of what 
others have deliver'd upon the Subject more at large; a8 
Prynn, in his Hiſtrio-Maſtix, Collier's three Ti reariſes, Barnet, 
Letter, Occafonal Paper. In ſhort, 

Ir thoſe who'll vouchfafe to gife theſe Anti-rhenrrical 
Arguments the reading, ſee no weight in them, I muſt 
deſpair of their Conviction, till this RE? Inſtance or Va- 
nity ends, in Vexation of Spirit. 


n 1 conclude, I ſhall add a few ne ages 


Ma querades, thoſe” unkallow'd Groves of Immorality. 
5 This Enterramment, ſo. fatal to Virtue and Principles of 


ONOUT, 


(e 2 N 
* abs want 559 N 775 No Log ee (ng e 
e has infected our High- aki Gains the 
Favourite-Divetfion of the Times ; and if there d not a 
timely Redreſs of chis Grievance, theſe Sallics of Gallan- 
try, I feary will ſoon metamorphole d che Kingdom into a 
colon for Lewdneſo. | 
Tux Churches may een be font up, if Maſ UiFades he” kep 
pes; yea, and the Poets too 0 farve, f Abe arttick Pa 
time obtains the univerſal! vogue; the luſeious Entertuin- 
ments of the Maſque will ſoon tender flat and in pid the 
if Performance of the. Poet. | 
Tux Pagan Plays wers-ner liogether, Io boenpht as the N 
Modern, and the? Modern Plays are innocent Amuſements 
Gy compar'd with the Maſquerades, that deſeend to the ve 
d Dregs of Baſeneſs, and ſink the Honout of human Nature 


Arn 


to 5 lowelt Ebb of Infamy. 
1 In order to regale and heiph ren ten cke Temptation; roy af: 
ſume variety of Forms ; the 'Gentleman-is apparel d in 


c the Dreſs of a Woman, the Gentlewoman is dreſs'd in the 

Habit of Men. This is {as Ben Jobnſon ſays in andther 7 | 

50 leaping from the Stage to the Tube! Me reducing al a 

« Wit to the original Du Cart. eren 

4 BEinG thus equipp'd, the Fatce begins; all hands are at 

A work, and every bod may be as lewd as he pleaſe :/ 5 
Oh! who cat ptocee and de ſeribe the dark 8 


i tremble ? Who can think ef the vile and ans urch A Ag: 
„ tions made there, without being ſeis/d with Horror. 
N Nox long ſince a certain eman, who fre wented 


* thoſe Plays, debauch'd his own” Dadotts, > but when the 
Mask was thrown off, and ſhe appear eto be his don Child, 
what Rage Vexation, and Anguilh 'pofſeR'd the [miſerable 


4 Father, 'wh&liv'd under HorfiBIe Convutfions in His "Mind, [ 
2s and at laſt died with Horror. #2619 oth (71 
r In order, to give the common, Robder a ſhort View 6f 


theſe Maſquerades, III priefiy enquire into their Original, 

al and the Sentinients'of Heathens about them, and then f 
bow they (and their Concbmitants) fand cofdemn'd not | 

only by ihe Laws of che Land, but by che Voice" of God * 


” and Nature. 8 * nen "PEP 
e ap $:% g WE on * dj 12 1 
| 2388801 1 43 0 2 6\. v8 1 
» Tak Original of Meſſuerdes, with ONS 0 ae, . 2 
1 ſomanes by Maskes,” mixed" Daneinge, is abto rift 3 8 
ee , ind of Paſtime may be ſled an Anific 7722 3 
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Accogpix to Polydore Virgil, Mummings, Maſt 


972 
* 


old contrived on purpoſe for the more effetual Pr 


Tua fir uſe of the Maſque is referred by Horace to A. 


chylus; whereas before the Actors had no other Diſguiſe, 


but to daub their Faces with odd Colours, and that was well 


enough when the Stage was no better than a Cart. 
Ix was cemmon with Pagans, in their Solemnities and 
Feſtivals, to honour their Idols with Plays, and Dances, and 
antick Poſtures; hence it is we read of their dancing Prieſts, 
as the Corybantes; Salii, Curetes. | 
TRE Corybantes were the Prieſts of Cybele, who, in their 
ſolemn Proceſſions, danced, and are deſcribed by Lacretius, 
Juvenal, &c. = | 
Taz Sali; (who had their Names from Saliendo) were 
the Prieſts of Mars, who, on the ſolemn days of Cybele, Bac. 
chus, Mars, &c. performed their Devotions with Dancings, in 


* 
» - 


Nature and Manner of our Morris-Dances and Maſquerade- 


Plays, that are a Scandal in their Nature, and Poiſon in their 


Conſtitution. _ | * 5 Pa? - 2 
Por vB Ius tells us, That after the Arcadian Children had 


been inſtructed in the Muſick of Pbiloxenus and Timotheus 


they were brought early to the Theatre, where they cele- 
brated the Feaſtsof Bacchus with Songs and Dances. B. IV, 
TRE old Romans ſurrounded the Altars with devotional 


| Dances: Thus they kept their Saturnalia for ſeven days to- 


. which they ſpent in Dancing, Feaſting, Plays, and 
nterludes; whereiu Maſters and Servants were hail Fellow 


well met, and all Perſons and Things common. 
AT the end of this Feſtival they celebrated their Feſtun 


| Kalendarium, on Janery 1. in honour of Janus. 'The Solem- 


nity was obſerved with Stage-Plays, Mummeries, Masks, Danc- 
77 where a boundleſs Liberty was uſed by the Company, 
TH is is the black Original we tranſcribe in our Maſque- 
rades. \ | m 
Tu us the Greeks kept their Saturnalia, and other ſolemn 
Feſtivals, . with Ma/ques and Dancings 3 where the utmoſt In- 
dulgence was given to criminal Paſſions; no wonder, ſince 
the Heathen Religion was in a great meaſure a Myſtery of Iniqui- 
ty, Lewdneſs was conſecrated in the Temples, as well as praftiſed 
in the Stews: *Tis not therefore ſtrange, that the Stage ſhouſd 
borrow ſome of the Liberties of their Theology. 
- ade, 


a quer 
and Diſguiſes, uſed in England, came from the Feaff 1 


— 


las, which was celebrated with Vizors and painted Viſages, 
named Quinquatria of the Romans. As for! Maſhues Fog 
« þe, they are ſo deviliſh, that no Honeſty can be pretended 
to colour them.“ De Invent; Rerum. 
Tas Quinguatrial Feaſts were like to thoſe the Arbe- 
nians called Panatbenæa, Feaſts celebrated in honour” of 
Minerva, where there was uſually a Chorns of young Men 
and Women that danced. Dot ET h tee 
Tavs we have traced the Maſquerades to their Fountain- 
head: they were invented by Heathens in honour of their 
falſe Gods, but among Chriſtians how is the true God diſ- 
honoured, by the promiſcuous Congreſs of Maſqueraders, 
whoſe nocturnal Revels, if not reſtrained, will prove more 
fatal to Religion, than the Villany of the Sourb-Sea Direc- 
tors has been to the National Credit? 
By this ludicrous Paſtime the Heathens pretended to pay 
their Devoirs to the Gods: On the other hand, Chriſtians 
turn it into a Scene of ſinful Merriment. We borrow this 
pompous, Diverſion from Pagans, and, in the acting of it, 
we are worſe than Pagans. With theſe Plays they pleaſed 
the Devil, we affront God with them; theirs was Dero- 
tion, ours Rebellion. The Heathens more. excuſable: their 
Deities were great Examples of Vice, and worſhipped by 
their own Inclinations; but the Chriſtian Religion is quite 
of another Complexion, forbids the remoteſt Tendencies to 
Evil; that which might paſs for Entertainment in Heathe- 
niſm, is deteſtable in Chriſtianity. | 1 8 


g II. ö ; . 4 
Troucn the Practice of Maſqueradin g, with the Concomi- 
tant of it, viz. amorous and mixed Dancing, was invented by. 
the Heatbens, yet was condemned by the wiſer ſort of them, as 
well as by the Chriſtian Church. ANG. eee nne 
Auox the Romans, common Dancing was counted a 
Badge of Diſhoneſty 3 and yet, according to Macrobius, they 
were not able to ſecure their Daughters againſt the InfoQion 
of the Dancing-School. $4; - (&K | a 
Scipio AFRIicanvs AMIL1vs, in his Speech againſt 
the Judiciary Law of Tiberius Gracebus; ſays, That thoſe 
_ frequented the Dancing-School, were taught diſhoneſt 
- n 


Ci ckRo, by way of Contempt (ſtiles Gabinius, Catilin@s 
Conſul) a Dancer, accuſes Verres for his intimate Acqua. 
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tance with Apraneui, à great Dancer. He cenſures Cato ſor 
ſtiling L. Muræna, a Roman Conſul, a Dancer; for, ſays 
he, no fober Man will dance, if he be not diſtracte. 
I bis Oration for D. Rege, he takes a great deal of 
pains to excuſe him fram the Infamy of Dancing. In his 
Fill - hook, of Offices, , he intimates, That an honeſt Man would 
| | not dance in publick, tho he might be Heir to Marcus Craſ. 
| ſus, a rich Roman Conſul. Lib. iii. cap. 19. S / #61 
Justi ſtiles Dances the Iuſtruments of Luxury; Ad. 
duntur Inſtrumemta Luxuric, Iympana & Gepundia, Hiſt, 
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"| Edit. A. D. 1587. lib. 30. pag. 189. Suetonius ireckons Danc- 
11 ing among the Vices of Caligula the Emperor. ade 
1 ExEN their Poets cenſure Dancing as the Practice of lewd 
ah - and drunken Creatures at Feaſts. Juvenal makes Dancing 
11 the Character of an Adultereſs, the Fuel of Luſts, the 
0 SQaAauauſe of Adultery, and counts him an unhappy Husband 
140 who has a dancing Wiſe. Sat. 6. G 11 tree 
9 Homes ſaye, That, among other Effects of Drunken- 
1 neſs, it makes a wiſe Man ſing and dance; by which it 


— 2 
* 


appears, that in thoſe days it was not cuftomary for wiſe 
Men to dance, but when they were drunk. Odyſſ. vid. Virg. 
VꝝNus, faith Palydere' Virgil, becauſe ſhe alone would 
nat ſeem to be a Whore, ordained in Cyprus, That Women 
ſhould proſtitute themſelves for Money, and to give the 
finiſhing Stroke to this Debauchery, one Melampus brought 
1 out of Egypt into Greece the Rites of Baccbus's Sacrifices, 
17 wherein Men and Women herded together in the Night; 
much (adds be) like our Shews or Dances, called Maſques or 
Maſquerades in England. ' Lib. iii. cap. i424. 
AIr's evident from hence, that thoſe Dances, which are 
common among Chriſtians, were odious in the Eyes of Hea- 
thens ; much more would they have condemned our ob- 
ſcene Pancings of Maſquerades, if they now lived. How 
Grange is it to ſee Chriſtians, who have happily emerged 
1:18 out of Pagan Darkneſs, relapſe into their (groſs Errors 
Wil - akdiSenfublines? tf © por ng hh nota mn 158 + 
1" ' Now: proceed to the Primitive Fathers (and Councils) 
who every where cenſure, mixed Danciags; which beats ſo 
great a ſhare in Maſquerades, either on the Stage, or elſe- 
where, as the Incendiaries of Luft, and altogether, unlawful: 
they are too numerous tu be quoted at large in fo ſmall-s 
Gompaſs, therefore I ſhall only refer to a few of them; ws 
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us adu. Gentes, 


Clemens Alexandrinus, Arno e 
2 


A. 20. We prin, | 

Na ianzen, &c. Some of the Fath 7 ially” - | 

Fulgentius, ſay, The Devil himfelf,” who "danced: 

Daughter of HerbHiny,” was the Original of this 
ancing. 

D Tas Laodicean Council condemns Dancing at Marriages 5 

Non oportet Chriſtianos ſaltare: Can. 53. Caranga. The Third 


3 
e 


Council of Toledo calls Dancing an irreligious filthy Cuſtom: 


Salrationibus turpibus invigilare, Can. 22. Carang. See Concil. 
Agath. Cong. Arelat. Concil. Conſtant. in Trull. SS. P. 
'- CyR1sTIAN Authors,” of à more modern Date, concur 
with the antient Fathers and Councils, in condemning {| uch 
Dancings as unlawfuF; not only Reformers from ,Popery, 
but Papiſts themſelves, and all thoſe who write on the fe- 
venth - Commandrnenr, as I have read or heard of. See 
Hex. Aleſins, Alex. Fabritius, Lud. Vives, Eraſmus de Contempts 
Mundi, Agrippa de V/anitate, Polyd. Virgil. de Inventione, Peter 
Martyr, Flaceus Tllyricus, "Martin Bucer, Lyra, Bullinger, Aretius; 
Polanus, Dr. Reynolds's Overthrow 5 the Stage, Biſhop Babing: 
ton, Piſcator, Perkins, Downham, Dr, Ames, cum multis alis. 
[ SHALL, conclude this with the Waldenſes and Albi 
the pureſt Remains of Chriſtianity, who, in their Ce | 
of Dancing, ſay, That, Dancing is the Devil's Proceſſion, an 
be that enters into a Dance, enters into his Poſſeſſſon. As many 
Paces as a Man makes in Dancing, ſo many Paces does be make 
to Hell, &c. 4 5 eee „ 


KA. 
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MASQUERADES are condemned by the Laws of the Land, 
uot only after, but before the Reformatio m. 
To come down to our Engliſh. Conſtitution : | Thoſe Plays 
_ ci <p dan N and 3 ey. Laws have 
cen made againſt the ſpreading of that Inſection through 
the Rache e BY oy n en 
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Tuvs in King Heury VIII's time, an Act was made, At 
an 


if any Perſons, did put on. ſtrange. and-antick Habits, . a 

diſguiſe themſelves with Vizors, and, ſo diſguiſed, enr 
ter Houſes, to divert the People, that they ſhould be ar; 
reſted as Vagabonds, and committed to the Goal for three 
Months without Bail: and then to be fined, at the ;Dilcre- 
tion of the Faftiees 7 HRT ONT OAT ae 
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as * 
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keep the ſaid Vizor or Vizors, ſhall forfeit for ev 
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Ir is further enucted, That any Perſon, who: ſhould N ; 
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Twenty Two Shilliogs, and be impriſoned and fined by th 
Juſtices befides. 3 H. VIII. c. 5. 1 A 
""S1Ncx the Reformation, by the Laws of Elizabeth, James 
ind (heres. "See the Starares, II 
nnn e ee 
MN putting on Womens Apparel, and Women Mens 4ppa- G 
rel, as they do in the Maſquerades, is a Praftice condemned by Re- 
velation, and the Light of Nature. 1 Tok 
Tax Holy Scriptures tell us, The Women hall not. wear 
that which pertains to the Man, neither ſhall a Man put on 4 
Woman's Garment ; for all that do ſo are an Abomination to the 
„„ og an ON ö 
© TH1s being a Precept concerning natural Henefty, is of Wl 
N e Equity. It is an univerſal Negative, and by Fl 

q \ 


| es of Kaas... binds always; and therefore is now. of 
IN force. This confounding of Garments has been uſed b 
&il Wantons, to favour their laſcivious Deſigns: Thus Theodora, 
10K a Roman Matrcn, waited on Sepbanio the Player, in Man's 
a Ml! Apparel, as his Page. Sueton. OF. „ in 
J Re Tate was a Practice abominated by civilized Heathens. 
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Nature bas made difference not only between the Sex, but 
between the Apparel of Men and Women; not only a- 
mong the civilized, but barbarous Nations, that are viſib ly 
diſtinguiſhed by the Diverſity of their Garmente. 
WHENEVER therefore this diſtinguiſhing Mark of the Sexes 

is gone, they have an Opportunity of converfing together 
with the moſt unlimited Freedom 3 and Shame, which is ge- 
nerally the greateſt Obſtacle to vicious Actions, having here 
no place, they greedily run into thoſe Exceſſes, which o- 
therwiſe they durſt ſcarce have thought of. Heliogabalus, 
Sporus, Sardanapalus, Caligula, Prieſts of Venus, and others 
who have uſed this Practice, are juſtly branded in Hiſtory 
as Monſters of Nature, the Scum, and Scandal, and Shame 
of Mankind. | Le) 
Ir the Change of Dreſs be thus deteſtable among the 
Heathens, will they not riſe up in Judgment againſt thoſe 
Chriſtians who make it their common Practice, in theſe 


| Maſquerades, and that with this profane View, that they 

| might the more effectually cover their Villanie?s 

5 Fus PrgRice has beeii alſo condemned by the Chriſtian 
C0000 
i 4 N = 3 T4. 


R * 


1 


S fressen 


wk 4 
LES 


k ar N 
1 - — —_ * 
* ” Pet . 


: 3 | S as BY OY. + 
TiarvrE TA ſays; That he finde no Kind of Garment: 
is curſed of God but Women's Apparel worn by Men, for 
ſuch are an Abomination to God; that is, abhorred and 
curſed by him. What then will be judged bf the Panto- 
mime, the Stage- Player, who is attired in W omens are 
Quid de Pantommo ? De Spe. & It. 
CrEMENS ALEXANDRINvUS looks upon it as a Breach of 
God's Law, which would not have Men to be effeminate. 
CveR1AN is of Opinion, that thoſe,” who wear Womens 
Apparel, are accurſed, according to the Laxͥ/. 
1 rvs counts it ſhameful and diſhoneſt for a Man 
to appear in the Form of a Woman. Contr. Hæreſ. I. 2 & 3. 
| MicuT add many more, and join the Councils, both 
former and latter; with them; but tis ſufficient to let the 
Reader know, that the Chriſtian Church has — con- 
demned Mens putting on Womens Clothes, and Women 
Mens Clothes, As an infamous and ſcandalous Practice; © © 
From the whole it appears, how the Maſquerading Prac- 
tice has been counted a Nufance, not only by Chriſtians, 
but by Heathens; and that the Propagation and Con- 
tinuance of it, has been entirely owing to the moſt corrupt 
Part of Mankind, thoſe Exereſcences of the human Na- 
ture. * St Oo) AUt 289 DOE AM ' 
Ir is a Paſtime utterly unlawful, being a Congrt/s to an 
unclean end; not a Myſtery of luihazey, Bar er open Scene 
of outrageous and flaming Debauchery; where Tempta- 
tion is paſſionately courted,” the wanton Imagination in- 
dulged to the laſt degree, ſo that none Who go there re- 
turn from thence chaſte and innocent. The moſt vir- 
tuous and reſolute Mind is by degrees ſoftened, and at laſt 
diſolved into Senſuality : Theſe are the common and ſad. 
Effects of the amorous Intrigues, and*thoſe Tuſcious Tnde-. 
cencies (heightened by the Enchantments of Mufick) uſu- 
ally practiſed by Maſqueraders. TUE (C27 I DR? on 


1212"; an 3596 {id uq 10! ; 
Wirt cloſe the whole, with this Dilemma to the maſ- 
querading Ladies: + ttz 1 to atoio5 


EitHER you are pleaſed with the Imdecenties ant Obſcenities 
of the Maſquerades, or yon ure oll. 
Ir you are pleaſed with them, you ate pleaſed with open 
Lewdneſs (that Entertainment being confeſſedly ſo) — 


too groſs a Reflection upon yout Virtue, and upon 
| F | 3 ſacred 
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1 1.5... A... 
ſacred Regard: your Sex always (at leaſt above, pure) pill 
to the Laws of — and Forms of Breediny, 2 ry 

as to the Maxims of Religion. Thus the Gentleman, 

who thinks it no Crime to ſwear, counts it Rudenck 
to do ſo in the Preſence of the Ladies, as preſuming it 

_ be more grating in their Ears, than thoſe of his own 
SRI... VV y 7 
Ix you are not pleaſed: with thoſe Obſcenities, why do 

| go there, and, 5 your Com ny and * ———.— 

them? Why will you attend = e Diverſions, where the 

Monſter of Vice is repreſented in its full Proportion, and 

where all Impreſſions of Virtue and Sacred Things are per. i 

fectly eflaced and expunged. 1 1 715 

Now therefore to frequent theſe Plays, what is it but to 
compliment Vice, which, in Mr. Collier's Opinion, is but one 

Remove, from worſhipping the Devil. Prefuce to the Sbort View, 

ad finem. 9 | 
Lr therefore Motives of Honour, Decency, and Virtue iſ 

keep you within the bounds of Home; and if you would 
preſerve the Health of your Soul, 30 no more to the Peſt- 
bouſe for Recreation, 171 N Th 
Lupovicus VIvES (who lived in K. Henry the VIIlth's 

time, and was Tutor to the Princeſs Mary, afterwards 
Queen of England) relates, That a ſtrong Town debauched, 
was heretofore reformed. by the Beauty of Women, who, 
ſeriouſly addicted themſelves to Virtue, and never beheld 
any Man with a good Will (who required them in Marriage) 
that had not. firit ranged himſelf in the Liſts of Devotion 
and Piety. 5 9200 ers 
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To conclude, in the words of the Biſhop of: Arras, in 
his Order againft Plays, Decemb. 4. A. D. 1697. where he 
ſays, A Man muſt be very ignorant of his Religion not to 

Eno the great Diſguſt (] Horreur) it has always dec lared 
for publick Sights, and for Plays in icular; the holy 
Fathers condemn it in their Writings, looking on them as 
* Relicks of Heatheniſm, and Schools of Debauchery.“ 

* 'They have been always abominated by the Church, the 
Rituals of the beſt governed Dioceſſes have ranged the 
Players among excommunicated Perſons : The Ritual of 
* Paris joins them with Sorcerers and Magicians 3 the moſt 
* eminent Biſhops have publickly deny'd them the Sacrs 
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